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     Wow!  How this year has just flown by me as I served as your FAAV chair.  
I’m honored and humbled to again be asked to serve as Chair of FAAV for 
2017.  Working together with our barkada and directors…we will continue to 
further the FAAV mission. 
     We started this year with final submission of paperwork for FAAV and 
being granted 501(c)3 status.  FAAV’s status change and new logo were the 
capstone of a two-year endeavor, envisioned during our 2014 retreat, and 
accomplished by all directors.  Many thanks and congratulations to our direc-
tors for reaching this milestone.  
     FAAV again partnered with the Philippine American Chamber of Com-
merce of Oregon (PACCO) to support the Philippine Consular Outreach team 

(formerly known as the Consulate on Wheels).  The PCO team provides consular services such as 
passport, dual citizenship, reports of birth/death, and other related services… saving many in the 
local area the long journey to the San Francisco Philippine Consulate office.  Our community event 
was hosted by the NW Health Foundation in Portland on Mar 5-6, 2016.  The Fil-Am teams collabo-
rated to assist more than 450 kababayans, some from far away as Marysville, Washington and Oak-
land, California. 
     Additionally, this year we are pleased to award scholarships to two very deserving individuals, 
Maria Schaljo and Christianne Verzosa.  Both are very accomplished young Filipina women and will 
certainly have great impact in our community.  The recipients’ essays and bios are covered later in 
this publication. 
    FAAV’s annual Philippine Independence Day picnic was held on June 25, 2016 and the turnout 
was incredibly gratifying!  Thank you to all the board members, our supportive barkadas and fami-
lies who made this year’s picnic another successful community outreach event.  We all worked tire-
lessly in organizing, accepting, and completing tasks, helping each other out, and ensuring that the 
event was enjoyed by everyone who attended.  Many thanks also to our association’s supporters, 
other sister organizations, and the local members of the community for attending and participating 
in this annual gathering.                                                                                         (Cont’d on page 3 ) 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
all!  from FAAV 

 

 

From the Upuan                                 By Chuck Reidy 

FAAV board members at the annual 2016 Fil-Am picnic celebrating Philippine Independence Day (L-R): Bob 
Osilla, Amy Freedland, Chuck Reidy, Lourdes Mashinski, Jon Oribello, Bernie Gerhardt, Hilda Connery, Bernice 
Bevard, Gretel Ness, Julius Agbayani, Evelyn Manalo, Joan Roberts, Edel Tiolengco, Vivian Tadeo, Cori Harms, 

Francis Guevara, & Luis Ordona  
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FAAV presents annual scholarship awards                                      by Julius Agbayani  

FAAV Scholarship Award recipient  essay                                        by  Maria Schaljo 

     I feel so lucky to have grown up surrounded by a wonderful Filipino-American community in the US and luckier still to 
have experienced a very warm loving family in the Philippines.  I may only be half Filipino by blood but I totally embrace 
the Filipino side of my DNA.  I am very proud of my Filipino heritage because I learned a lot about caring for others, volun-
teerism, and helping out in the community through my mom, my relatives in the Philippines, and the Filipino-American 
association in my community whose members I consider my extended family. 
     When I visited my relatives in the Philippines a few years ago, I felt so at home and accepted.  Even though I only visited 
them back when I was 2, and again when I was 12, they treated me as if I grew up with them all along.  I realized that life 
there was simple, no latest updates of technology or high tech house appliances, and yet everyone was happy.  Without the 
gadgets and technologies I was used to in the US, I felt more connections with people 
and enjoyed the company and love of my cousins and relatives.  I remember staying up 
past 2 am to open Christmas presents with everyone.  I remember singing karaoke with 
my cousins when the clock struck midnight and we welcomed the New Year.  Every-
thing we did was so much fun, relaxed, and carefree that I did not miss my social media 
life.  When I came back to the US, my friends told me that it was like I fell of the face of 
the earth because I did not post anything when I was on vacation.  Technology did not 
compare to the moments I had with my family. 
     Although I grew up in the United States, it feels like I grew up in the Philippines as 
well.  My mom is very much involved with the Filipino-American Association of Van-
couver that I consider them my Titos and Titas, and their children as my extended fami-
ly.  The Filipinos I know are the most humble, kind, caring, cheerful, talented, easy go-
ing, and hospitable people.  I always feel happy and comfortable when I am surrounded 
by my Filipino friends and family.  Plus, the food is always amazing. 
     I grew up experiencing the love and care that Filipinos have, not only for each other, but also for those in need.  Our Fil-
Am Association is always planning projects to benefit the Filipinos in our area, as well as people in the Philippines.  At one 
of these events, I learned about a nonprofit organization called Gawad Kalinga whose mission it is to solve the problem of 
poverty by means of creating businesses that would give jobs to the poor and teach students to become social entrepre-
neurs.  I am impressed with Gawad Kalinga and their vision.  After college, I hope to someday be part of an organization 
that is helping to make this world that we live in, a better place. 
 

     Fil-Am Vancouver is pleased to announce that the recipients 
of the 2016 FAAV Scholarship Awards  are Christianne Verzosa 
and Maria Schaljo. Following are summaries of the accomplish-
ments of this year’s awardees: 

     Christianne Verzosa, age 19, is a Freshman at Clark Com-
munity College.  She is majoring in English and plans to go into 
the book publishing industry as an editor.   

     Christianne has a wide repertoire of academic excellence with 
emphasis on Music.  At Mountain View High School, she was 
selected as the Violin Section Leader and performed at this 
year’s musical production of Beauty and the Beast as the orches-
tra’s sole violinist.  She also performed with a quartet who 
brought their music to local retirement and veteran homes. 

     With her compassionate nature, Christianne has consistently 
given her time in tutoring other students in the music program 
and other subjects.  She also volunteered her services at Holy 
Redeemer Church where she and her family regularly worship.  
Her past instructors praised her creativity in music and writing, 
her readiness to help others, and for her dedication to her studies 
and to achieving her goals. 

     It’s clear that Christianne is purely passionate about playing 
the violin and also has more than a passing interest on the subject 
of civil rights. 

      Maria Schaljo, age 18, is a Freshman at Clark Commu-
nity College having recently graduated from the Vancouver 
School of Arts & Academics, Class of 2016.  She plans to major 
in Engineering and with a goal to do some traveling to learn 
about various cultures, while pursuing her love of dancing, 
painting, and graphic design. 

     Maria has won several awards this year for her self-portrait 
oil painting titled “Submerged,” including a Regional Award at 
the ESD 112 High School Art Show, an Honorable Mention at 
the Washington State Superintendent of Schools Art Show, and 
1st place at the Congressional Art Competition c/o Congress-
woman Jaime Herrera Beutler of Washington State District 03.   

     Maria has also been granted scholarships from the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of SW Washington, Clark College Foundation, and 
Philippine American Chamber of Commerce (PACCO). 

     While Maria has been a consistent high-academic achiever, 
she has also logged hundreds of volunteer hours towards com-
munity service, and found additional time to  participate in vari-
ous extra-curricular activities.   Her past instructors and mentors 
described Maria as a dynamic, wholly creative, and well-
rounded individual who has success written all over her future.  

 

Read Maria and Christianne’s essays below and on page 3. 
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FAAV Scholarship Award recipient essay                              by  Christianne Verzosa 

Barkada Tayo! 

Be a Friend of FAAV (Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

and apply for your Barkada card at: 

www.filamvancouver.org 

 

From the Upuan              cont ’d 

This past October, in celebration 
of National Filipino-American 
History Month, FAAV members, 
their families and friends showed 
up in force at the Historic Elsi-
nore Theater in Salem Oregon to 
support the cultural stage 
presentation of Philippines His-
torama.  This two and a half 
hour, cultural show of short 
plays, songs and dances, depict-

ed significant periods of Philip-

pine History. 
     Finally, at the 18th Annual 
awards and scholarship banquet, 
the Asian Reporter recognized 
FAAV as the 2016 Exemplary 
Community Volunteer organiza-
tion for the past year for their 
outstanding efforts at volunteer-
ism in our local community. 

     This school year has been the roughest by far, not only educationally, but emotionally.  My father passed away a mere 
week before my senior year began.  I was not sure if I could find the strength to get up in the morning, or if I could handle 
school and the incredible responsibilities of being a section leader in the music program with my emotional state.  I have 
battled depression throughout high school, having gone through my parents’ divorce in my freshman year, as well as life 
simply happening, but nothing can compare to the loss I felt after my father’s death.  Instead of letting that loss destroy me, 
I drew strength from it, knowing he wanted the best for me and that his spirit is always with me.  I took the time to mourn, 
but I realized that I couldn’t allow myself to ruin my future because I was too depressed to focus on school work.  Even with 
my hard work, there are still financial obstacles in the way and being a committed student, I refuse to let money stand in the 
way of my education.  I decided to attend Clark College to save money.  I kept up my grades up to maintain the discount on 
car insurance.  I will also start working this summer and through college but the Fil-Am scholarship will be able to help in 
pursuing my dreams. 
     I do not have a clear vision of my future and really, who does?  But I know I want to help people.  I originally intended to 
become a biomedical engineer and eventually focus on prosthetic limbs for children.  When I was younger, I had a good 
friend that lost a leg in a tragic car accident, who was physically limited from then on due to technology not being advanced 

enough to help him and the expense too for the prosthetics was very prohibitive.  The only 
reason I am reconsidering that path now is because I realize the world is large and there is 
an abundance of ways to help people.  I am also looking at careers in the medical field as 
well as architecture.  Creating solid structures for people to live in for decades is very ap-
pealing to me.  I’ve also thought about helping people through therapeutic writing, which 
combines my passion of writing with my need to help others.  I intend to use the two years 
of general education and extracurricular activities at Clark College to explore those possi-
bilities and then transfer to a four-year university where I can focus on my decided career. 
     Growing up, my parents taught me the importance of compassion, dedication, and fam-
ily… what I believe to be the staples of being a Filipino.  Without these core values, I would 
not be the person I am today.  Whatever I decide to do, I will do it whole-heartedly and 
without hesitation.  Whatever my goal I will find a way to reach it even if it requires a not-
so-average approach.  The last thing my dad said that he wanted for me was to be happy 
and to be able to pursue my dreams void of limitations.  Unfortunately, the real world re-
quires that I have more realistic views and to be wary of limitations and obstacles, but with 

the help of this scholarship I will be that much closer to overcoming them.  

Apply for a Fil-Am Vancouver   

Scholarship Award! 

Open to students pursuing a vocational, 
certificate, technical, associate,  
or bachelor’s degree program. 

 
 
 

Details and application online at: 
www.FilAmVancouver.org 

(Nonprofit 501(c)3) 
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FAAV sponsors annual 2016 Philippine Independence Day Picnic  

 

      Fil-Am Vancouver held its annual Philippine Independence Day Picnic on June 25, 2016 at the scenic Frenchman’s Bar Park in 
Vancouver, Washington.  The festivities started with an introduction by FAAV Co-chair Lourdes Mashinski and Joan Barcelon, Pic-
nic Event Chair.  The emcees then encouraged attendees to participate in a Zumba exercise led by Lanilu Phillips.  FAAV board 
members, Francis Guevara and Edeliza Tiolengco then led the picnic guests in singing the American National Anthem, followed by 
the Philippine National Anthem, Lupang Hinirang, which was then followed by the invocation or prayer by Luis Ordona to bless the 
bountiful tables of food.  The potluck buffet was comprised of assorted American and Filipino dishes, both savory and sweet which 
were contributed by the FAAV board members, the CFAA organization, and the picnic guests.  The star attraction at the potluck 
tables was a whole roasted pig also known as lechon donated by LBC* and several of the FAAV board members. 
     To accompany the festive atmosphere, FAAV board member Jon Oribello served as DJ and played music throughout the event.  
Evelyn Manalo and Hilda Connery recruited adults and children alike to compete in various games such as musical chair, three-
legged race, egg and water balloon toss, and break the piñata.  There was also entertainment with a song by Louranza Cabanilla and 
dance numbers by Bhianca Lagamon, Jessica Wu, and Monart Tejadal.  Sean Soratidona who was featured on the television show,  
America’s Got Talent also performed a magic act.  One of the highlights of the picnic was the presentation of FAAV’s annual schol-
arship awards which were presented to Maria Schaljo and Christianne Verzosa who were selected for their excellence in academic 
achievements and community awareness.   Photos courtesy of Jon Oribello Photography. 
 
 

*LBC is Northwest based company that specializes in transporting Balikbayan boxes to and from the Philippines…  visit their web-
site at www.lbcexpress.com 

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 2016 PASKO NA NAMAN PRIZE DONORS 

 
AMY & GARY FREEDLAND 

EDELIZA TIOLENGCO VERZOSA 
JULIUS D. AGBAYANI, CPA, PLLC 

LBC 
ORIENTAL FOOD VALUE 

PORTLAND TRAILBLAZERS 
SHERATON HOTEL PORTLAND AIRPORT 
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  Filipino Catholics build unity          

By Ed Langlois, Catholic Sentinel 
 
     Two decades ago, Pia de Leon and others began an annual local 
Mass to celebrate St. Lorenzo Ruiz, the first Filipino saint.  The 
celebration marked the start of a new visibility for Oregon’s Filipino 
Catholics, who had integrated well into so many parishes that few 
people knew how large the group was. 
      Filipino Catholics have resisted forming an ethnic parish, says 
de Leon, pastoral associate at St. Clare Parish in Portland.  She has 
seen Filipino Catholic unity grow over the past 20 years.  “We are 
faith-filled missionaries,” de Leon told worshipers Sept. 25 at the 
annual Mass, held this year at St. Mary Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception.  “wherever we are in this world, faith is what we bring 
with us.” 
     Scores of Filipino leaders carried banners from parishes and or-
ganizations through the cathedral’s Year of Mercy Holy Doors.  The 
more than 500 gathered at the cathedral are a fraction of the Filipino 
Catholic community in the region.  Two decades ago, there were no 
Filipino priests in Oregon, now there are 10. 
     Marivic Tupaz, an organizer of Filipino events and a member of Holy Family Parish and the Grotto, says modern Catholics find 
strength in the story of St, Lorenzo, a missionary who died in 1637 for refusing to renounce his faith before Japanese captors.  St. 
Lorenzo said that if he had a thousand lives to offer, he would give them all. 
     Mary Saqueton of Christ the King Parish in Milwaukie says that the St. Lorenzo Mass shows that younger Filipinos are taking up 
the traditions.  “It’s our grandchildren now,” she says.  “Isn’t that wonderful? 

FAAV’s Public Relations Officer, Evelyn Katigbak Manalo shown on the 
left carrying Fil-Am Vancouver banner at the annual St. Lorenzo Ruiz 
Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 

     Fil-Am Portland, a sister organization to Fil-Am Vancouver, 
held it’s annual Mrs. Philippines coronation at Double Tree 
Hotel in Portland on October 22, 2016.  Roena Bruley was 
crowned Mrs. Philippines Portland for 2016, along with Cristy 
Del Rosario as Mrs. Luzon, Jean Bautista as Mrs. Visayas, and 
Mailenie Bactat as Mrs. Mindanao.. 
     The Mrs. Philippines event raised over $20,000 for the Fil-
Am Portland organization and the funds will be used to  refur-
bish the Fil-Am building which is the main gathering place for 
various events held by the association’s members, its affiliates, 
and supporters.  

 

  Fil-Am Portland crowns 2016 Mrs. Philippines Portland 

 
Roena Bruley, shown left, is 
this year’s Mrs. Philippines 
Portland.  She hails from 
Ilocos Norte*, where she 
was born and raised.  She 
attended college at North-
western University in Laoag 
City where she received her 
nursing degree.   
 

Roena immigrated to the US 
in 2001 and currently resides 
in Vancouver where she 
works as an RN at Peace 
Health Southwest Medical 
Center, also located in Van-
couver. 

 

2016 Fil-Am Portland 
Royal Court (L-R) 

 
 

Jean Bautista, Mrs. Visayas 
Roena Bruley, Mrs. Philippines 
Cristy Del Rosario, Mrs. Luzon 
Mailenie Bactat, Mrs. Mindanao 

Bangui Windmills Paoay 

Ilocos Norte 

Ilocos Norte is a province of the Philip-
pines  in the Ilocos Region.  Its capital 
is Laoag City and is located at the 
northwest corner of Luzon Island, 
bordering Cagayan to the extreme 
northeast. 
 
Area:  1,353 sm 
Municipalities:  21 
Universities:  Mariano Marcos State 
University and Northwestern University 

 
*Where is Ilocos Norte, 

Philippines? 

Laoag 

Destinations 
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FRANCIS “KIKO” GUEVARA, 
Treasurer 
Francs was born in Manila and raised 
in Quezon City and Marikina along 
with his two brothers and two sisters.  
He migrated to Guam in 1980, where 
he met his wife Susan.  They moved 
to Vancouver, WA in 1998.  Francis 
served FAAV in 2000 for about three 
years and has rejoined in 2011. 
 

Francis is also active in various church ministries at Holy 
Redeemer and who likes choice music, faith formations, 
and Simbang Gabi.  Francis enjoys spending time with fam-
ily and friends, fishing, biking, walking, singing, and danc-
ing. 

CORI HARMS, Vice-Chair 
A native of Pampanga, Cori is from a 
big Susi family.  She migrated to Port-
land in July 1990, and moved to Van-
couver when she married Robert 
Harms in 1992.  She is a graduate of 
Philippine School of Business Admin-
istration, major in Accounting.  To 
further her education, she pursued oth-
er courses in City University of Van-
couver and Portand State University, 
and also attended various business con-

ferences related to her field.  She works for Meggitt OECO in 
Milwaukie as Assistant Controller and Federal Contract Pro-
posal Manager.  She is also a board member of OnPoint Com-
munity Credit Union; and past treasurer and board director of 
Aguman Capampangan, another Filipino American association 
in Portland which was co-founded by her late father, Ben Susi. 
 

Cori is blessed to be Brady’s grandmother and proud mom to 21
-year old twins Kenneth and Jewel who attend Clark College 

and Washington State University, respectively.  Favorite times 
for Cori includes:  weekends at the coast, shopping, gardening, 

and doing charity work.   
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CHUCK REIDY, Chairperson 
Chuck was born and raised in the Phil-
ippines and who has subsequently set-
tled in Vancouver, WA.  He is married 
to Cindy Fernandez Reidy and together 
they have three children:  Clarissa, Car-
lo, and Cameron (fraternal twins), and 
two grandchildren, granddaughter Ma-
lia, and a new grandson namedCru. 
 
Chuck graduated from Saint Martin’s 

University, Lacey, WA with a BA in Management Information 
Systems.   Retired   from  the   US Air  Force after 20 years of 
service, he now works for for Microsoft as a Technical Ac-
count Manager for the Veterans Administration.  2017 will be 
Chuck’s third year serving as Chair and is honored and hum-
bled to be  serving his community. 

GRETEL NESS, Asst. Secretary 
Gretel, a partner and immigration  attor-
ney with the Portland firm of Parker 
Butte & Lane, focuses her practice on 
employment immigration, family immi-
gration, and citizenship issues. In line 
with her specialty, Gretel has the unique 
advantage of knowing firsthand what it 
is like to be an immigrant in a new 
country, having immigrated from the 
Philippines in 1985.  
 

In her leisure time, Gretel enjoys spending time with her fami-
ly, walking the beaches of Ocean Shores, WA, reading and 
traveling to the many foreign places that her clients originate 
from 

JOAN ROBERTS, Secretary 
Joan joined FAAV to attain her long 
time goal to be of service to the com-
munity and to stay connected with her 
heritage. Joan was born in Manila, and 
grew up in Antipolo City. Joan re-
ceived her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Philippine Normal College, Major 
in Psychology. She moved to Clark 
County a few years ago to be with her 
husband, Brad. Joan is also a proud 
mother whose only son, Joseph, has a 
career with the US Air Force. 

An enthusiastic and sociable person, she loves to make people 
laugh. Joan enjoys traveling, social celebrations and being 
around family and friends. She also enjoys singing and is a 
member of the St. John Choir and the Simbang Gabi Choir. 

BERNICE BEVARD, Asst. Treasur-
er & Newsletter Editor II 
Born and raised in Manila, Bernice 
migrated to the US and pursued her 
MBA from Gonzaga University in 
2002.  She moved to the Portland-
Vancouver area when she married Nick 
in 2007.   

The Bevards have a daughter Audrey, 
and son, Liam.  Bernice is currently a 
Sr. Financial Analyst at Nike.  In her 

spare time, she enjoys watching movies and relaxing with her 
family. 

Bernice has been involved with FAAV since 2008 and is look-
ing  ahead to 2017 with much anticipation. 

FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2017 



ZENNY WAY, Newsletter Editor I 
Zenny was born and raised in Manila, 
Philippines and has also lived in 
Southern California since her teen 
years.  She has since relocated to Van-
couver, Washington where she has  
been involved in various local commu-
nity outreach programs and for the past 
eight years, has served on the FAAV 
Board of  Directors.  Zenny is looking 
forward to another exciting year serv-
ing as Newsletter Editor and her first 
year with the Welcome Wagon committee.  
 
Zenny is also a real estate broker professional specializing in 
the sale of residential and investment properties.  She and her 
husband Guy are blessed with two sons, Alex and Patrick, one 
daughter, Nicole, two handsome grandsons, Alex and Mikey, 
and two unruly granddogs, Boris & Rocket.  In her leisure time, 
she enjoys hanging out with family and friends, practicing yo-
ga, and playing golf. 
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EVELYN KATIGBAK MANA-
LO, Public Relations Officer I 
A pure Batanguena, Evelyn 
Katigbak has been active with the Fil
-Am Association of Clark County 
since 1990. She has served the asso-
ciation in various capacities, as its 
Chairman and as the PRO. 
 
Evelyn Katigbak was a former TV 
news anchor with PTV Channel 4 in Manila during the 
Cory Aquino’s government.  She holds a degree in Mass 
Communication.  Evelyn is married to Greg Manalo and 
they have two beautiful children, Trixie & Nico.  Evelyn 
and Greg own and operate two adult care homes in  Port-
land. 

RITA SCHALJO, Webmaster 
Rita has been away from the motherland 
for over 20 years and feels honored and 
grateful to have found a home-away 
from home with the Fil-Am community 
in Vancouver, Washington where the 
warmth and camaraderie of the FAAV 
directors and Barkadas are beyond com-
pare.  She loves the challenge of learn-
ing how to manage a website and con-
tributing to the special projects of the 

association. 
 
Rita also works with special needs children and sings for the 
Lord on the weekends.  She keeps in touch with family back 
home in Ilocos Sur through Face Time, as well as relatives and 
friends all over the world through Facebook.  Rita and her hus-
band, Steve are proud of their daughter, Maria, who is a fresh-
man in college. 

JON ORIBELLO, Photographer 
and DJ 
Jon was born in La Union, Philip-
pines and is the oldest of 6 children.  
He and his wife Myrna migrated to 
the Northwest in 2009 and together 
they have two daughters, Jamela and 
Kayla.  John is a Computer Engineer-
ing graduate and who also runs two 
businesses:  Jon Oribello Photog-
raphy and Jonuary DJ.  
 
2017 will be Jon’s fourth year with FAAV and he’s ex-
cited to be a part of the association and all that lies 
ahead. 

FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2017                       cont’d. 

LUIS ORDONA, Auditor 
Luis was born in Manila, Philippines and 
who was subsequently raised in San 
Francisco, CA.  He and his wife Melissa 
along with their three children moved to 
Vancouver, WA in 2007.  Luis is active 
in the community and his church where 
he is a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus, currently serving as his council’s 
Grand Knight.  Luis also volunteers his 
time as a volleyball and basketball coach 

with the Portland/Vancouver area Catholic Youth Organization 
(CYO). 
 

Luis is also a retired US Army Veteran with over 20 years of 

active duty military service.  He currently works as an Analyst at 
Bonneville Power Administration.  Luis holds a Masters in Busi-

ness Administration (MBA) from Willamette University, Ore-
gon; and a Masters in Public Administration (MPA) from Troy 
University, Alabama.  Luis is looking forward to his first full 

year as an FAAV Board of Director and in fulfilling the office of 
Auditor. 

HILDA CONNERY, Public Relations 
Officer II 
Hilda is from Laguindingan, Misamis 
Oriental on the island of Mindanao in the 
Philippines.  She holds a Liberal Arts 
Degree from the Philippines, majors in 
Home Economics, Culinary Arts, and 
Cosmetology.  Hilda recently attained her 
license in hair styling and coloring from 
Elite School of Beauty in Vancouver.  
She also holds a Massage Therapy Li-
cense. 

Hilda immigrated to the US soon after she married Bob Connery 
in 2014.  She recently became a widow whose sole focus now is 
her only daughter, Bhianca, who is a Junior at Ridgefield High 
School. 
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FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2017                         cont’d. 

LIELANIE VILLANUEVA, Di-
rector  
 Lielanie is married to Julius 
Agbayani and together they have  
three beautiful girls, 12 year-old 
Alexa, 10-year-old Adrianne., and 
11-month old Juli. 
 
Lielanie has been an active FAAV 
board member since 2006, having 

also served in various capacities such as Secretary and 
Webmaster for the association.  She is looking forward to 
working with Fil-Am Vancouver on their upcoming 2017 
projects.   In her spare time, Lielanie enjoys being a mom, 
gardening , making crafts and volunteering in the commu-
nity. 

BERNIE GERHARDT, Director 
Bernie is looking forward to her 7th 
year on the FAAV board.  She re-
cently retired (for the second time) 
as part time Volunteer Manager and 
Community Outreach Manager at 
"Friends of the Carpenter," a Faith 
based Day Center for the Commu-
nity. 
 

Bernie is looking forward to spending more family time 
with her husband Paul; her three adult children, Paul Jr., 
Taryn, and Amy; her three grandchildren; and four great 
grandchildren.  She also enjoys gardening, reading, trav-
eling, and doing public service in the community. 

JULIUS AGBAYANI, Director 
Julius Agbayani is a Certified Public 
Accountant who owns and manages an 
accounting business. He is licensed to 
practice in WA and OR. He received 
his B.A. in Business Administration, 
with emphasis in accounting, graduat-
ing Cum Laude from WSU Vancouver 
in 2006. He specializes in small busi-
ness accounting and taxation.  
 

Julius is active in the community, vol-
unteering his time with several local organizations including 
FAAV. He also serves as Treasurer of the Philippine Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce of Oregon (PACCO), and is a 
member of the WA Society of CPAs and OR Society of 
CPAs. 
 

In his leisure time, he enjoys basketball  and taking part in 
running events. 

BOB OSILLA, Director 
Bob Osilla is a graduate of University of 
the East with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Law.  He has worked for Comcast for 27 
years and has since retired from the com-
pany.  He’s now the Operations Manager 
for Santa Barbra Investments and has 
recently opened his own Filipino Bakery 
in Portland, called Sta Barbra Bakery. 
 
Bob is also the Founding Director of Fili-
pino Business Professional Network, and an active member 
of both Fil-Am Portland and PACCO.  He’s very much 
looking forward to his fourth year term with FAAV.  Bob 
has been married to Charisse for the past 28 years and to-
gether they have one daughter, Jade.  In his spare time, Bob 
enjoys camping, hiking, and traveling to exotic places. 

AMY FREEDLAND, Director 
Amy is looking forward to her 8th 
year with FAAV having served in 
several capacities over the years.  
She has been active in raising funds 
and garnering donations from local 
and overseas resources to support 
several of Fil-Am Vancouver and 
other fundraising projects close to 
her heart. 

For 2017 Amy plans to enjoy her  retirement and along 
with Gary, her husband of 37 years, will live part of the 
year in the Big Island of Hawaii, where her two sons and 
their families reside.  Her three grandchildren are Dillon 
DeMarcus, LeAndra Avrielle & Arie Kimiko Auli'i Freed-
land.  

Amy is looking forward to working with FAAV officers 
and board of directors in 2017! 

EDELIZA “EDEL” TIOLENG- 
CO VERZOSA, Director 
Edel is a single mother of two 
beautiful girls, Nicole and Chris-
tianne. She has worked at a local 
hospital for 13 years and is also 
involved in her church’s music 
ministry and with other community 
choirs.  

Edel loves to dance Zumba and 
traveling to exotic locales. Her most recent travel was 
to Kauai, HI, which was the ultimate vacation for her. 
She has previously served with Fil-Am Vancouver from 
1995-2005 and is now on her second comeback year  
with the association. 
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LOURDES MASHINSKI, Direc-
tor  
Lourdes grew up in her hometown 
of Valenzuela, named after her great 
grandfather, Dr. Pio Valenzuela.  
Lourdes immigrated to San Francis-
co, CA at the age of 14. After 15 
years in the Bay Area, Lourdes and 
her husband Andy moved to Van-
couver where they are raising their 
two wonderful teens, Angie and Zoe. 

 

Lourdes is now on her 27th year with Nordstrom and also 
finds time to be the CFAA Calendar Administrator for the 
Filipino community in both OR and SW WA.  She has 
served FAAV in various capacities over the years and is 
looking forward to her 11th year with the association.   

VIVIAN TADEO, Director 
As CEO of the Tadeo household, 
Vivian keeps her family and friends 
well fed and her adorable grandsons, 
Mason and Jack, well loved and cud-
dled. If she is not behind the sewing 
machine, she is found talking to her 
flowers and tending to her "Pinakbet" 
Garden. 
 

Though her knees are not as cooperative these days, Vivi-
an also loves to "swing and salsa".  A lifetime "Fil-Amer", 

she likes to remain close and spend time with her kaba-
bayans just as if she has never left her homeland. 

FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2017                         cont’d. 

 

 
by Cori Susi Harms 

 
 
We don’t have to wait for the New 
Year to change old habits and aspire 
to be better especially in our financial 

matters. Strive for financial security. 
 
Make a financial goal to save a certain amount of each 
paycheck and commit to doing it all year. 

 
List all of your bills, and maintenance expenses. Then, 
start slashing unnecessary spending. Eventually, you want 
to spend only 60% of your take-home pay. Why? Well, if 
you become disabled, your disability insurance will only 
replace 60% of your salary. And if you lose your job, your 
new job will likely pay less than the old one. Plus, when 
you eventually retire, your Social Security check will be 
far less than you made while working. 

 
Pull your credit report.  If your credit score is in the 
400s to 600s, print it , and make an appointment with a 
non-profit credit counseling agency. Get a plan to pay off 
your debt and execute it. Without good credit, you pay 
thousands more on home loans, not to mention auto loans 
due to higher interest rates. If you’re a renter this could 
mean above average rent.  So work towards a 700-plus 
credit score and maintain it so you will get the best fi-
nancing deals and the benefits of credit card rewards. 

   



Cost:  Free 
Contact:  filamfc@gmail.com 
 

December 18, 2016 – Fil-Am Portland Children’s Christmas Party  
Time: 3:00 pm 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Portland 
Location: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland 97216 
Cost:  $15 per person 
Contact:  www.filam-portland.com 
 

December 31, 2016 – Fil-Am Portland New Year’s Eve Party  
Time: 6:00 pm 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Portland 
Location: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland 97216 
Cost:  $15 per person 
Contact:  www.filam-portland.com 
 

January 15, 2017 – Tagalog Movie Matinee  
Time: 1:00 pm 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Portland 
Location: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland 97216 
Cost:  Free 
Contact:  www.filam-portland.com 
 

February 11, 2017 – Fil-Am Portland Valentine’s Day Party  
Time: 6:00 pm 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Portland 
Location: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland 97216 
Cost:  $20 per person 
Contact:  www.filam-portland.com 

Cont’d. p. 12 

December 11, 2016 – Singing Priests of Tagbilaran Concert  
Time: 3:30 pm—5:00 pm  
Sponsor: Filipino Catholic Community of OR and SW WA 
Location: Holy Family Catholic Church, 7425 SE Cesar Chavez Blvd, 
Portland, OR  
Cost:  $10 General Admission; $30 VIP 
Note:  The Singing Priests of Tagbilaran (SPOT) is a group of Catholic 
priests from Bohol, Philippines.  In addition to preaching sermons, they 
also evangelize from the stage in songs and dances. 
 

December 14, 2016 – PACCO Holiday Party  
Time: 10:00 am—4:00 pm  
Sponsor: Philippine American Chamber of Commerce OR (PACCO) 
Location: United Way of Columbia-Willamette 619 SW 11th Ave, Port-
land 
Cost:  Members— $35 ** Non-Members—$45 
Contact:  Lorelei Hermosillo (503) 285-1994 www.eventbrite.com 
 

December 17, 2016 – Fil-Am Portland Annual Christmas Party  
Time: 6:00 pm 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Portland 
Location: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland 97216 
Cost:  $15 per person 
Contact:  www.filam-portland.com 
 

December 17, 2016 – FAFC 39th Annual Christmas Potluck  
Time: 12:00 noon — 3:00 pm 
Sponsor: Filipino American Friendship Club of Oregon (FAFC) 
Location: Garden Home Recreation Center, 7475 SW Oleson Rd. Port-
land 97223 
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PO Box 65053 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

Phone: 360-574-6275 

To engage in humanitarian, civic, educational, 
cultural and charitable activities that would preserve, 
promote, and share with the community the customs, 

values, and heritage of the Filipino culture. 

 

Check us out on the Web:   

www.filamvancouver.org 

 

Filipino-American Association 
of Vancouver, WA (FAAV) 
(Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

5 Tips to a Better 
Credit Score 
 
MyCredit.com 
 
Are you concerned about your 
credit score?  Want to raise it but 
not sure how?  Fortunately, a less-than-optimal score doesn’t 
have to be permanent. 
 
You can start to raise it just by using these five tips: 
 

 Stay ahead of your bills… Always make your payments 
on time.  Your payment history makes up 35 percent 
of your credit score.  True, your credit might not be 
ruined by a single missed internet bill that you paid a 
day late, but keep in mind that credit scores reflect 
everything from how much you paid (or didn’t pay) to 
how long your bill was overdue.  It’s best to do all you 
can to pay your bills on time. 

Build on your existing credit… When calculating your 
credit score, there’s heavy focus on your past credit 
behavior.  Your score takes into consideration any late 
payments, how late the payment was, and how much 
the payment was for.  It’s important to remember: 
  Using credit responsibly improves your credit histo-

ry.   
  Consider your credit purchases wisely, and make 

sure you’ll be able to afford them. 
  In some cases, simply paying off your existing credit 

could drive up your score. 
Stay below your card limits… Lenders want to know how 

well you can handle debt, and maxing out your cards 
may raise red flags.  It’s also a good idea not to use 
all your credit all at once.  According to Forbes, “the 
credit utilization ratio” should be no more 30% and 
ideally even less.”  That means, try not to use more 

 

Oriental Food Value 
 

8303 SE Insley St. Portland, OR 97266 
(503) 775-8683 

Hours:  Daily 9 am—8 pm 
 

Supermarket offering a large variety of 
Asian food products and produce. 

 
Where crisp succulent Lechon is a specialty! 

ideally even less.”  That means, try not to use more than 30% 
of your available credit at any given time. 

If possible, pay more than the minimum amount due… 
Another credit scoring factor is how much debt you owe 
in relation to how much money you make.  While mini-
mum payments may be all you can afford in some cases, 
you may raise your score faster if you pay off debt and 
credit card bills at an accelerated rate.  Plus, you’ll save 
on interest. 

Don’t open too many accounts at once… While it can be 
smart to use credit, stick to making the most of what 
you already have.  Remember that: 
  Opening multiple accounts in rapid succession can 

lower your score. 
  Accounts stay on your report after you close them; 

they don’t just disappear.  Therefore, you’re respon-
sible for managing any account you open. 

Filipino American Events Calendar 
                   Cont’d. 

 
 

February 11, 2017 – OCFAA’S Annual Valentine’s Party 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Sponsor: Oregon Coast Filipino American Association (OCFAA) 
Location: TBD 
Cost:  TBD 
Contact:  Tess Hansen (541) 297-7000 
 

June 10, 2017 – Philippine Independence Day Picnic  
Time: 11:30 am 
Sponsor: Fil-Am Vancouver (FAAV) 
Location: Lewisville Regional Park, Dogwood Shelter, 26411 NE Lewis-
ville Hwy, Battle Ground, WA 
Cost:  Potluck and with Free Parking 
Contact:  Lourdes Mashinski (360) 931-3812; Evelyn K. Manalo (503) 
481-7368 


