
 

Dear friends of Fil-Am Vancouver, 

Mabuhay!  Welcome to Fil-Am Vancouver’s newsletter for the first half of the year.  I 
am honored to be the 2018 Board Chair and the board is excited to accomplish the 
rest of the outreach plans this year. The board has been very busy these last 6 months 

and it is inspiring to look at our accomplishments and the hard work that went into   
implementing all the activities.   

 January - FAAV donated to Little Children of the World—Ingan Leyte towards its 

building project. 

 February - FAAV co-hosted the Consular Outreach with PACCO.  Families from  

Oregon and Washington were able to take advantage of the consular services  
offered by the Consulate on Wheels. As is usually the case, there was not enough 
time to accommodate all the document processing requests of the community. The     
committee will be working with the Philippine Consulate Office in San Francisco to 
expand their resources to assist more kababayans in this area. 

 March - FAAV sponsored a box of clothing and toiletries for the Damayan Ngayon 
public talk show program, which distributes items to the needy in the Philippines. 

 April - FAAV held the movie “Ang Larawan” at the Clinton Theater in Portland. 

 June - FAAV is hosting the annual Philippine Independence Day picnic, which    
features potluck food, games and entertainment for the entire family. 

As we look to the future, the second half of the year is full of excitement as well.  FAAV 
will be sending another balikbayan box for the Damayan project. Donations are always 
welcome and anyone that would like to contribute new and gently used items for     
Damayan can contact any of the FAAV board members. We also plan on visiting adult 
care homes during the Christmas season.  And of course, we are looking forward to 
hosting the much-awaited Pasko Na Naman event, which will be held on Dec. 1st at 
the Ilani Casino Resort.  The board and some barkadas are quite busy preparing for 

the event already and we look forward to seeing you all there. 

Maraming Salamat.  Have a safe summer! 

Cori Susi-Harms 

FAAV Board Chair 
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Little Children of the Philippines Ingan, Leyte Project                  By Bernice Bevard 

Philippine Consular Outreach                          By Chuck Reidy                                        

Fil-AM Vancouver (FAAV) again partnered with Philippine American Chamber of Commerce 
(PACCO) to organize the 2018 Philippine Consular Outreach (COW - Consulate on Wheels)    
community event.  The two-day event was held at the NW Health Foundation in Portland, OR 
on Feb 24-25, 2018. Usually, Lorelei Hosmillo, PACCO primary contact, would be inundated 
with phone calls scheduling appointment times during the weeks preceding the COW.  This 
year was different and more organized.  It was the first time in Portland that the Consulate 
mandated that all services would be by “online appointment only”.  Appointments were 
made available through the Eventbrite website two weeks prior to the scheduled 
event.  Both FAAV and  PACCO advertised the change several weeks in advance. The news of 

the online process definitely was heard and, within the first few hours on the first day, most appointments for Saturday were full.  Within a    
couple more days, the rest of the   appointments on Saturday and Sunday were booked.  With 
mandated “appointment only”  services, the two days operated very smoothly from checking-in 
to getting folks to their assigned appointment times.  PACCO and FAAV volunteers served at 
check-in, runners, ushers, registration, pre-processing, copier service, photo service, and notary 
service.  With any new system, there were a few wrinkles that still needs to be worked out.  A 
major issue was not being able to cancel and rebook appointments.  Once an appointment was 
booked, you were essentially locked into that timeslot even if you knew you had a change in 
plans and couldn’t make it.  This is unfortunate as some appointment timeslots were very light 
from no-shows, mostly on Sunday.  FAAV provided feedback on this issue to the Consulate and 
they will look into improving this part of the online registration process.  Both PACCO and FAAV 
assisted the Philippine Consulate to deliver services to 346 of our Kababayans.  Because of the 
speed at which our appointments were consumed, we asked the Consulate if we could have 
another outreach for our community later in the year.  Unfortunately, we were told that the 
Department of Foreign Affairs in Manila didn’t augment the COW budget.  Therefore, all       
currently scheduled COW events after June 2018 would be cancelled through the remainder of 
the year. FAAV and PACCO are deeply committed to helping our local community during 
COW.  We recognize there is a growing need for consular services in our Oregon and SW     
Washington community. Our two groups will continue to work with the Philippine Consular   
Outreach program and recommend increased outreach.  Thank you to all the volunteers from 
PACCO and FAAV for their volunteerism to support COW.  Special thanks to our friends at NW 
Health Foundation for their generosity in providing use of their building.  See you all next year! 

Little Children of the World 
(LCW) started a Little Children of 
the Philippines (LCP) chapter in       
Vancouver, WA, under the leader-
ship of former Fil-Am Vancouver 
Director, Marci Hope. Following 
the prototype of the LCW model, a 
project in Ingan, Leyte (ILP), an 
island east of Negros in the Philip-
pines was established. Ingan is a 
small village with very limited job 
opportunities and the minimum 
wage is only the equivalent of 
$3.00 per day. The project endeav-
ors to empower disadvantaged  
children and their parents so they 
may escape poverty and emerge as 
strong, self-supporting families 
with Christian values.  

 

The LCP Ingan, Leyte project helps to fulfill a long-held dream 
of the LCW administration to replicate the LCP Dumaguete 
model in other parts of the Philippines and elsewhere. Marci and 
her sister started a pre-school, a college scholarship program for 

One of the projects of the 
organization is to build a 
gymnasium that will serve 
as a place to hold commu-
nity classes and a week-
end farmers’ market. It 
will  also double as an 
emergency shelter during    
natural calamities.   

 

FAAV donated $600 to 
the LCP Ingan, Leyte pro-
ject in support of their 
gymnasium initiative. 
This donation was gener-
ously matched by FAAV 
director, Zenny Way, in 
honor of her mother who 
was a native of Leyte.   

 

If you are interested in 
supporting or finding out more about the LCP Ingan, Leyte pro-
ject, please visit: http://www.littlechildren.org/programs/lcw-
ingan-leyte-project. 

 

Marci Hope, LCP Ingan, 
Leyte Project Director 

 

Top: Volunteers take a break for a photo op 
at the Philippine Consular Outreach. 

Bottom: Kababayans at their Philippine   
citizenship oath taking ceremony. 
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Scholarship Award Recipients Updates 

Each year, Fil-Am Vancouver supports the community by 
awarding financial scholarships to local students. We are 
very proud of all these individuals and their achievements.  
Here are updates on some of FAAV’s scholars.   

 
Benneth Susi Cenita 
  
Benneth is a 2014 FAAV 
scholarship award recipi-
ent.  He was born in Port-
land; raised in Vancouver 
and at 22-years, is the  
eldest of four siblings.  His 
parents are both from the 
Philippines. His mother 
Nenita (Susi) Cenita is 
from Pampanga and his 

father Ruben is from Bicol.  Benneth graduated on June 9th  
from the University of Washington in Seattle, with a degree 
in Informatics with focus on Human Computer Interac-
tion.  He takes pride in his Filipino culture and is an active 
member of the Filipino American Student Association of 
UW.  He is also a member of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity; 
Husky Creative Marketing Agency and Informatics Under-
graduate Student Association.  He enjoyed and excelled in 
sports like intramural soccer and volleyball over the 
years.   He is hardly taking it easy though.  He is already 
looking for a job and plans on entering the tech field to start 
his career as a User Experience Engineer.  Benneth is an 
inspiration to his cousins, his brother and his sisters       
Desiree and Destinee, who were part of the youth            
volunteers at FAAV’s Philippine Consulate Outreach in 
February.   

Christianne Verzosa 
 
This year, 2018, Christianne graduates 
from Clark College with her Associates 
Degree. With the help of the scholarship 
that Fil-Am granted to her, she is now 
graduating as an honors student. She has 
also been able to take the position of   
Fiction Editor for the literary and art     
journal, Phoenix. As the Fiction Editor, she 
was able to read multiple submissions 
from the Clark community and choose the best examples of 
literature and learned about the world of book publication.  
This experience revitalized her passion for literature and 
editing and has made it clear that literature publication is 
where she wants to take her career. She thanks FAAV for 
the scholarship that allowed her the time to pursue her pas-
sions and assisting in opening up this opportunity for her. 

 
Maria Schaljo 
  
FAAV scholarship recipient, Maria 
Schaljo, is enrolled at Clark College, con-
tinuing to work on her Associates in Arts 
degree with emphasis in Graphic Design.  
Through her hard work, she was on the 
Vice-President list during the Winter 
Quarter for school year 2017-2018. 

FAAV would like to       
congratulate Aaron Ness, 
son of Brian and FAAV 
director, Gretel Tiongson 
Ness, who graduated on 
June 1st from Portland’s 
Central Catholic High 
School.  Aaron will be   
entering Western Wash-
ington University located in 
Bellingham, WA this fall. 

 
Congratulations also to Nico Estibar, 

son of FAAV director Evelyn 
Katigbak-Manalo, who graduates on 

June 16th from Portland State      
University with a 

Bachelor of   
Science in Busi-
ness Marketing 

with a Certificate 
in Athletic & 

Outdoor  
Programs.   

 

 

FAAV wants you to be the next scholar! 
 

Scholarships are open to students pursuing a vocational,  
certificate, technical, associate, or bachelor’s degree          
program. Students pursuing advanced degree programs are 
not qualified. 
  
Deadline for Fall 2018 application is July 31, 2018 at 
11:59pm PST.  Two qualified students will each be awarded 
a $500 scholarship for the Fall 2018 school opening. 
  
Qualifications: 
1. Must be a permanent resident of Clark County, WA 
2. Must enroll or be enrolled with an accredited school 
3. Must be taking at least 6 credits 
4. Preference given to applicants with high school diplomas 
who have not attended college in the last 10 years 
5. Must be of Filipino descent 
6. The fund must be used no later than the immediate year 
following the year of the award 
  
Selection Criteria: 
1. Community activities 
2. Work history and financial need 
3. Academic achievement 
4. Two (2) letters of recommendation 
5. Personal statement (essay) 

 
Interested?  Good!  So are we! Please visit 
www.FilAmVancouver.org/scholarship  

to download the Application Form. 
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The Pasko Na Naman Experience                  by Luis Ordona 

“Pasko Na Naman” (PNN), to those who understand this phrase, evokes the 
spirit of Christmas, family, tradition, and of being Filipino.   
 
When I was asked to write an article about the PNN experience, I wasn’t quite 
sure how to go about it.  In my short time with the Filipino-American Associa-
tion of Vancouver, Washington (FAAV), I have experienced attending this 
event from two different perspectives, one of a regular attendee, and one as a 
member of the Board of Directors.  Therefore, I decided to approach the arti-
cle from these two perspectives. 
 
First as an attendee.  When I first moved to the SW Washington/Portland  
Metro Area some eleven years ago, I didn’t think there were going to be that 
many Filipinos and/or folks with Filipino heritage/background residing in the 
area.  It actually took awhile before my wife and I met our first Filipino friends.  

So being invited to attend an end of the year Filipino social event seemed a little intriguing.   
 
Needless to say, I felt a little overwhelmed and a little out of place all at the same time.  Overwhelmed in that I was surprised to 
find out of so many Filipinos living in the area, and out of place in that, everyone seemed to know everyone else, except for me 
and my wife who just knew the folks that invited us to attend.  However, there was feeling of pride inside knowing that the   
Filipino culture is alive and thriving in the Pacific NW.  It turned out to be a joyful event that left an impression on me.  That one 
event turned out to be the first of many invitations to gatherings, and before I know it, my wife and I were getting to know and 
becoming friends and acquaintances of more Filipinos.  We also started to feel the sense of belonging to the Filipino          
community. 
 
Fast forward to current events.  Now I’m an active member of the FAAV, having chaired the last PNN event.  We strive to bring 
as much joy and meaning to the PNN as it is as much a celebration of faith, thanksgiving, community, and identity more than 
anything else.  I always look back at my experience the first time attending the PNN and this is how I approach planning and 
helping plan the event.  Our goal is to make sure everyone feels welcomed and at home. 
 
Outreach organizations like others and ours in the area play an important role in keeping the lines of communication to our 
Filipino Culture and tradition alive.  We all thrive to serve as an outlet to the community, especially to those who are new and 
may not have any family in the area.  We hope to reach out not just our existing community of friends, but to new arrivals to the 
country, to those who grew up here in the US, but are away from their immediate family; or those who has lived in the area all 
their lives and are somehow disengaged with their culture.  We hope to somehow fill the void and, in the process, become an 
extension of their own family ourselves.   
 
Having said all of this, please join us for this yearly event.  Please mark December 1st, 2018 on your calendars and join us at 
the Ilani Casino’s Cowlitz Ballroom starting at 5:30 pm.  It is a much bigger venue than past years so no excuses.  I hope to 
see you all there.  Mabuhay! 

By Cori Susi-Harms 
 
Are you a millennial?  I 
am not, but my kids are.  
Here are some tips that 
will maximize your kids’ 
time and money: 
 
1. Work on a budget.  
Understand where your 
money is going. 

2. Have a rainy day fund.  Start small.  Target 
20% of your paycheck. 

3. Start building a healthy credit profile.  Use 
credit cards, but be sure to pay it in full each 
month to avoid hefty penalties. 

4. Manage your student loans.  Don’t shy away 
from it. 

5. Put your name on it.  Renting is a short-term 
commitment. Owning your own home is an 
investment. 

Barkada Tayo! 

Be a Friend of FAAV (Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

and apply for your Barkada card at: 

www.filamvancouver.org 
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 Filipino Film:  Ang Larawan                                            By Bernice Bevard 

 
One of the objectives of Fil-Am Vancouver is to promote the Philippine Arts. 
This year, along with the Council of Filipino American Associations of Oregon 
and Southwest Washington (CFAA), FAAV sponsored a screening of the      
critically-acclaimed  movie, Ang Larawan, at the Clinton Theater in Portland.   
 
Ang Larawan is the film adaptation of Larawan, The Musical which is based on 
National Artist for Literature Nick Joaquin’s three-act English play A Portrait of 
the Artist as Filipino. First published in 1952, Joaquin’s work has been depicted 
numerous times on stage and on screen and in English and Filipino - making it 
one of the most pedigreed literary works of the Philippines. 
 
In 1997, Musical Theater Philippines (now Culturtain Musicat Productions Inc.) 
headed by singer Celeste Legaspi and talent manager/producer Girlie Rodis 
staged Larawan, the first musical rendition of Joaquin’s great play, at the CCP. 
The play was transformed into a musical with a libretto written by National Artist 
for Theater Rolando Tinio and music created by iconic original Filipino music 
composer Ryan Cayabyab. 
 
This year, Culturtain shares Ang Larawan, The Movie with the global audience. 
The movie has won several awards including Best Picture (Metro Manila Film 
Fest 2017), Best Actress (Joanna Ampil), Best Musical Score (Ryan Cayabyab) 
and Best Production Design (Gino Gonzales). Showcasing some of the best 
Filipino talents, Ang Larawan is certainly a world-class production that we could 
all be proud of. 

 

 Congressional Medal Award: Teofilo Estoesta                 By Bernie Gerhardt 

 

My father, Teofilo Estoesta, was honored with the Congressional Gold Medal post-
humously in a Medal Ceremony held in the Filipino Community Hall in Wapato, 
Washington, on April 28, 2018. My father was honored with 15 other Filipinos who 
fought with American troops during World War ll.  My father survived the infamous 
1942 Bataan Death March, but died at the young age of 59.  I was privileged to be 
part of the program by reciting the invocation by Father Patrick Conroy, Chaplain 
of the U.S, which was given at the National Gold Medal Ceremony in the U.S. 
Capitol’s Emancipation Hall on October 25, 2017.    

The Congressional Gold Medal is the highest civilian honor awarded in the United 
States. The Gold Medal honors nationally, more than 250,000 Filipinos who fought 
along side the Americans from July 1941 until December 1946. The Filipinos’    
service began in 1941 when President Franklin Roosevelt created the US Army 
Forces of the Far East, offering full veterans’ benefits to Filipinos who enlisted.  
The Philippines at that time was a U.S. common-
wealth and Filipinos were U.S. nationals. After the 
war, the benefits were quickly rescinded by President 
Harry Truman in 1946, and the Filipinos served were 
stripped of their status as US veterans.  The Philip-

pines was singled out from the 66 nations allied with 
the US during the war.  So it is significant and long 
overdue that the Filipino Veterans of WW ll be      
honored with the Congressional Gold Medal. Or, as 
House Speaker, Paul Ryan said, the medal is to 
“immortalize the legacy of these great liberators who 
have paved the way for generations to follow.”  

Top: Bernie      
Gerhardt accepting 
the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for 
her father, Teofilo 
Estoesta. 
 
Left: Photos of the 
front & back of the 
Medal 



To engage in humanitarian, civic, educational, 
cultural and charitable activities that would preserve, 
promote, and share with the community the customs, 

values, and heritage of the Filipino culture. 

Check us out on the Web:   

www.filamvancouver.org 

Filipino-American  
Association of Vancouver, WA  
(Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

PO Box 65053 
Vancouver, WA 98665 
 
Phone: 360-574-6275 
Fax: 360-694-7061 
Email: faaccv@hotmail.com 

_________________ 

_________________ 
_________________ 

JUNE 23, 2018 Sat – CORONATION OF LITTLE PRINCESS 
FIL-AM, Portland, Oregon 
TIME: 3 PM – 7 PM 
SPONSORED BY: Fil-Am Portland & Vicinity 
LOCATION: Fil-Am Center, 8917 SE Stark St, Portland, Oregon 
97216 
COST:  $15/person 
WEBSITE:  http://www.filam-portland.com 
 
JULY 4, 2018 Wed – ANNUAL POTLUCK OF FIL-AM      
ASSOCIATIONS, Fairview, Oregon 
TIME: 10 AM – 5 PM 
SPONSORED BY: Fil-Am Portland & Vicinity 
LOCATION: Blue Lake Regional Park, Site Shahala A & B, 
20500 NE Marine Dr, Fairview, OR 97024; Map 
COST:  $5/car (no pets allowed) 
http://www.filam-portland.com 
Bring a dish to share with others. 
Entertainment and games for adults and kids. 
Come one, come all! 
 
JULY 11-14, 2018 Mon-Thu – 17TH BIENNIAL NATIONAL 
FANHS CONFERENCE Chicago, Illinois 
LOCATION: Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Chicago, Illinois 
Conference Information:  http://fanhs-national.org/filam/
th_event/17th-biennial-fanhs-conference/ 
General Information: http://fanhs-national.org/filam/ 
Contact:  fanhsnational@gmail.com 
 
AUGUST 5, 2018 Sun – CFAA QUARTERLY MEETING 
TIME: TBD (possibly 11am or 2pm) 
LOCATION:  TBD (possibly Salem or Portland) 

AUGUST 11, 2018 Sat – FILIPINO FESTIVAL @ HOLY 
FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH, Portland, Oregon 
TIME: TBD 
LOCATION:  Holy Family Catholic Church Parish,  3732 SE 
Knapp St, Portland, OR 97202 
WEBSITE:  https://parish.holyfamilyportland.org 
  
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 Sat – PHILIPPINE NURSES           
ASSOCIATION MASQUERADE BALL, Portland, Oregon 
TIME: 5:30 PM No Host Bar; 6:30 PM Dinner 
LOCATION:  Embassy Suites Hotel, Portland Airport 
7900 NE 82nd Ave, Portland, OR 97220 
SPONSOR: Philippine Nurses Association of Oregon &    
Washington 
COST:  $50/person 
CONTACT: Maria Susi (503) 380-4491, Marilyn Mapile (971) 
244-2413, Lynette Gaerlan (503) 505-2312 
Proceeds go towards the PNAOW Medical Mission and       
Outreach project, Education and Scholarship program. 
  
DECEMBER 1, 2018 Sat – PASKO NA NAMAN DINNER & 
DANCE, Vancouver, WA 
TIME: 5:30 PM No Host Bar; 6:30 PM Dinner 
LOCATION:  Ilani Casino Resort, 1 Cowlitz Way, Ridgefield, 
WA 98642 
COST:  $55/person 
SPONSOR:  Filipino-American Association of Vancouver, WA
(FAAV) 
CONTACT:  FAAV@hotmail.com 
Annual Christmas dinner and dance to celebrate the Christmas 
season! 
WEBSITE:  http://www.filamvancouver.org 

NW Filipino-American Community Events Calendar 


