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June 12 Philippine Independence Day 

My generation of Filipinos grew up celebrating Independence 
Day on July 4th, the day the United States “granted” the Phil-
ippines its freedom in 1946. But in the mid-sixties, Independ-
ence Day was changed to June 12, in recognition of the decla-
ration of freedom from Spain in 1898 by a fledging Filipino 
government headed by President Emilio Aguinaldo. 
     Three important events occurred at around 4:00 p.m. on 
that fateful afternoon in Kawit, Cavite, Aguinaldo’s 
hometown. The declaration of independence from Spain was 
read, formalizing Philippine sovereignty. The Filipino people, for the first time, heard the Philip-
pine National Anthem. They also saw, for the first time, their flag hoisted from the balcony of 
Aguinaldo’s home. 
     Mrs. Marcela de Agoncillo had sewn the flag in April that year during her stay in Hong Kong 
where her husband was exiled. It took five days to finish, and Mrs. Agoncillo incorporated aspects 
of Philippine and even Cuban history in the flag’s design. 
     The white equilateral triangle harkened to the triangle of the Katipunan, the revolutionary move-
ment that first declared war against Spain in 1896. The three stars represented the major island 
groupings of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. The eight rays of the sun honored the first eight prov-
inces that revolted against Spain. The general outline of the flag was adapted to conform to the 
outlines of the Cuban flag, in solidarity with the island nation that also revolted against Spain. The 
colors red, white and blue were noted in declaration of independence as a token of “profound grati-
tude towards that Great Nation (United States) for the disinterested protection she is extending to 
us and will continue to extend to us.” 
     When the flag was unfurled, the “Himno Nacional Filipino” was heard for the first time. Weeks 
before this historic day, Aguinaldo requested a new acquaintance, Professor Julian Felipe, to com-
pose a national march that would be “serious and majestic.” Felipe in his own account would write 
that he “purposely injected in musical composition some melodic reminiscences of the Spanish 
Royal March in order to preserve the memory of the old metropolis; a characteristic that is noticea-
ble, though vaguely, in the initial measures of the Marcha Nacional.”  The day before Independ-
ence Day, after Felipe played his composition several times to Aguinaldo and his staff, they resolved 
to adopt the composition as the “Marcha Nacional Filipina.” 
     The anthem was played over a year without verses until Jose Palma, a poet-soldier and editor of 
the La Independencia, decided to write the verses entitled “Filipinas.” It was published in his news-
paper on September 3, 1899. Ironically, the hymn was conceived, written and played while Spain 
was still the colonizer of the period. A year later, when the verses were included, the Philippine-
American War was at its height, and the verses were anti-American imperialist in sentiment. 
     On June 5, Aguinaldo issued a decree stating that June 12th would be proclaimed as Independ-
ence Day and called on all of his military commanders to assemble in Kawit, Cavite to witness the 
proceedings. Historians say the proclamation was a last-ditch political effort to preempt U.S. plans 
to lay claim to the islands. 

 

…..Excerpt from an article first published in Filipinas Magazine on June 1993. It was written 
by John L. Silva, who is executive director of the Ortigas Foundation Library in the Philip-
pines, which has an extensive collection of rare Filipiniana books, periodicals, photographs, 
maps and documents. He is also an author and a collector of vintage photographs. 

Find the complete article on the web at: 
http://positivelyfilipino.com/magazine/2013/6/why-june-12-is-different-from-other-days? 

Fernando Amorsolo's painting, depict-
ing the making of the Philippine flag 

http://positivelyfilipino.com/magazine/2013/6/why-june-12-is-different-from-other-days?


Reunion 2013: Shopping 101  

 

Excitement starts to set in as I 

see the lights on the ground 

from the plane. “It’s been five 

years,” I whisper to myself. My 

eyes well up. I start to get antsy. 

It seems like the plane is in slow motion approach-

ing the terminal. My hands are on my seatbelt ready 

to unbuckle as though I could jump over all the oth-

er passengers in front of me. "Get a grip Vivian," I 

hear myself whispering again.  

As Eric and I wheel our luggage to meet the 

sea of people waiting outside, I take a whiff of the 

familiar balmy air, ignore the humidity, and turn to 

my husband and say, "We are home!” The darn tears 

start to come again but quickly retreat when I see 

two pairs of hands waving at us. There, just like five 

years ago, Fleur and Bing…waiting for us. We are 

home. 

It is almost 10 pm before we reach Antipolo. 

Litz and Baby having arrived before us, were fast 

asleep, but we did not hesitate to wake them up. 

Screams of joy filled the house. 

THE REUNION HAD BEGUN!!! 

No use wasting time. Day 1: 

trip to "Rue de Vi" (Divisoria). 168 and 

199, here we come. Rule of thumb: Be 

a skeptic. Don’t patronize a store that 

is named “Mura Dito”. Mind you, it 

exists. 

They say “Offer at least half of 

the given price!” But how do you say 

it without sounding like a sissy? Like 

you really mean business? I am con-

fused. "100 sa 150 na lang ho". "425 

sa 500". What are they talking about? 

We all quickly learn how to haggle to get the best 

deal, or so we thought. 

For the life of me, I don't know how the tin-

deras know we are balikbayans! Do I smell like 

From the Upuan  by Vivian Tadeo 
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Washington apples? Does the fact that I have to put 

the peso bill close to my eyes to read it before 

knowing what it is, give me away? Is it too obvious 

when I get a handful of coins from my purse and 

ask the tindera to pick out what she needs? Is it the 

way I am clutching my purse like it is glued to my 

body? After all, I was instructed to be mindful of it 

at all times. Is it my face partially obliterated by the 

sweat wiping away some of my "Covergirl" make 

up? Is it the three girls buying the same stuff in mul-

tiples and appearing so giggly because after divid-

ing by 40, the prices are almost a giveaway? I can't 

be talking in Tagalog with an American accent, can 

I? I even throw in my Pangasinan and Ilocano ac-

cents! 

Towards the end of the day, I hear myself 

saying, "Just tell me the lowest price already so I 

don't waste my time haggling with you," in the 

toughest voice I can muster, though I still have to 

learn not to say it with a smile. Most of the time it 

works. Konting practice na lang. "Sound like a seño-

ra," I remind myself. 

Haggling is a unique art in itself. Intimidat-

ing at times but once you learn it, it becomes sec-

ond nature. It makes you feel like 

you belong, like you never left. It makes you feel like 

you have arrived. 

Watch out! This is just Day 1 of shopping. 

The Chairwoman 

Shopping in Divisoria 
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Bull’s-eye Hits National Bookstore in the Philippines   by Nilda Loriz 

DNA Family Games LLC proudly confirms the arrival of their 

Bull’s-eye word game at one of the biggest stores in the Philip-

pines – The National Bookstore, which is the first store to carry 

the game there. Plans to promote and launch the game with buy-

ers and with their many branches nationwide are underway.  

 

DNA Family is hoping that their game will also be well-

received in the Philippines as in the U.S. The game has been 

introduced and promoted there earlier this year when Nilda trav-

eled to the Philippines and was interviewed and featured on 

national TV by GMA’s SAKSI and Balitanghali in Channels 7 

and 11.  Another big store, Rustan’s Dept. Store has also or-

dered the game and the shipment is on it’s way to their Manila 

office. The Philippines is said to be the world’s 3rd largest Eng-

lish speaking country in the world which makes it great and 

easier for this game to enter the local market without a need for 

any kind of translation.  

 

Here in the U.S., DNA Family continues to promote and market 

their Bull’s-eye word game by going to game nights, shows, 

bazaars and conventions. Recently, they were invited again at 

the Lincoln and Eishenhower Elementary school and success-

fully demonstrated the game to the kids, teachers and parents 

during their PTA family game nights. The game which is not 

only highly-educational but also fun to play has already been 

endorsed by several teachers in their classrooms. DNA hopes to 

continue to put their game in more classrooms in different levels 

beginning in the elementary school. 

 

One of the biggest game conventions in Southwest Washington 

which the inventors have attended for the first time was the 

“Game Storm” at the Hilton, Vancouver last March 2013. DNA 

Family held their first-ever Bull’s-eye game tournament which 

was a big hit at the convention and won by Jess Hartley (a spe-

cial guest at this event). The competition was intensely received 

and appreciated by the players (many from the game industry) 

and battled it out to the end.  The 4-day event has been very 

successful in creating a big buzz and sales during the event in-

cluding getting 2 new additional stores in WA bringing to a 

total of more than 72 specialty toy stores in the country who are 

now carrying the game.  

DNA Family will soon need additional production of the game 

as their inventory of the first 1,500 special edition copies are 

running very low. The company is also looking into the possi-

bilities of licensing the game for wider distribution here and 

abroad.  

Jess Hartley wins 1st Bull’s eye Game Tournament 

Grilled Vegetable Kabobs 

When you fire up the grill this spring, meat isn’t the 
only option—grilled vegetables are delicious and good 
for you, too. Try this recipe for grilled vegetable      
kabobs and start your spring the healthy way. 

2 medium zucchini 
2 medium yellow squash 
2 red or green bell peppers, seeded 
2 medium red onions 
16 cherry tomatoes 
8 oz. fresh mushrooms 
2 medium ears sweet corn 
Nonstick vegetable oil spray 
½ c. balsamic vinegar 
2 tbsp. mustard 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
¼ tsp. thyme 

Rinse all the vegetables. Cut zucchini, squash and 
bell peppers into 2-inch chunks. Cut red onions into 
wedges. Combine the cut vegetables with the toma-
toes and mushrooms in a bowl. Cut the corn into 1-
inch pieces and cook in boiling water for about 10 
minutes. Add cooked corn to other vegetables. Mix 
the vinegar, mustard, garlic and thyme for the sauce. 
Toss vegetables in the sauce and thread vegetables 
onto skewers. Before starting the grill, spray it with 
vegetable oil spray. Place the skewers on the grill 
over medium heat. Baste occasionally with extra 
sauce. Grill 20 minutes, or until tender. 
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by Cori Susi Harms 

 

Kids going to college? 
One year from now, our twins 

will go to college.  One of the 

most stressful moments of a 

parent’s life is letting go, allow-

ing our children to walk on their 

own two feet and hoping they don’t stumble and fall. This is true 

for all stages, from their first steps to their first bike ride, from 

their first time driving to their move out of the house into col-

lege. Yet the move to college comes with a level of financial 

freedom that the other stages rarely, if ever, experience, and it’s 

important to equip our children with the knowledge and tools 

they need to make the most of their finances once they don’t 

have their parents to rely on for groceries and other necessities.  

To those of you who are on this route this summer, here are 

some of what I read.   

Ways to teach the value of their money, and a few 

general things kids should know about before 

leaving the nest for school or work: 

1.  Credit Cards aren’t free money.  

Racking up credit card debt is easy for a fresh face 

who’s just starting to experience purchasing free-

dom. It becomes easy for students recently enrolled 

to overestimate (and underestimate) all that they’ll 

need to thrive in their new environment, and even 

easier to end up spending more money on food and 

fun than they otherwise should. Teaching your chil-

dren the goals and benefits of credit (improving 

your credit score, expanding your line of credit) as 

well as the pitfalls one can encounter when using a 

credit card (crippling, unexpected debt) is im-

portant for ensuring their financial freedom well 

into the future.  

2.  Work experience is also finance experience.  

The moment a new worker gets their first paycheck 

is always a particularly special one, in that it 

teaches them both the value of their labor and just 

how easy it is to burn through the paycheck and 

have to wait two weeks to a month for the next one. 

Providing your children with small examples of 

hourly efforts and what those efforts translate into 

can help diminish the shock that comes with realiz-

ing just how much their work is worth once they 

actually find a job. Working through college can 

also help with this, but making sure your children 

know how to translate the money they spend into 

the effort it’ll take to recoup it is an important les-

son. 

3.  Budget! 

Nobody likes budgeting right away. It’s daunting to try to figure 

out how you’ll be spending your money on a weekly to monthly 

basis. But like all good habits, if started early, teaching your 

future college student how to effectively budget their finances 

will provide them with a skill that will help them for the rest of 

their lives. Give them small budgets at first, let them join you in 

budgeting groceries, and encourage them to start budgeting 

when away at school and they’ll be finance-savvy in no time.  

Giving your child the right skills for managing their money is 

both important and overlooked in a lot of families sending their 

children off to college. Being financially responsible is a full-

time job, and the more work experience they get in earlier, the 

better they’ll be at it later in life. Make sure to make your chil-

dren aware of when it is and when it isn’t appropriate to use 

credit, give them a bit of work experience to teach them the val-

ue of their money, and most importantly of all, teach them how 

to budget themselves and they’ll be on a solid path to financial 

freedom. 
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December 2012 was the last time I went home to the 

Philippines to attend my high school reunion.  Not only 

did I have a blast but it also made me think about what 

keeps me wanting to return to barrio San Ignacio, the 

place where I was born and brought up.  It reminded me 

of the old Hotdog song in the 70’s with this lyrics 

“hinahanap-hanap kita Manila (I keep looking for you 

Manila), “ang ingay mong kay sarap sa tenga” (your noise 

that is sweet to the ears),”mga jeepney mong naglilipa-

ran” (your soaring jeepneys), “mga babae mong nagga-

gandahan” (your pretty ladies) are words enough to      

describe the reasons why one would miss a place such as 

Manila and in my case, San Ignacio. 

The weather is supposed to be decently cool in December 

but you’d quickly discover that this is not true. Humidity 

seems to be a year-round thing in this part of the world. It 

is a fact of life.  This does not prevent the locals from 

wearing long sleeves, however.  They use an umbrella to 

avoid the heat of the sun and prevent getting “tan”.  In the 

big city, some even wear knee-high boots as a fashion 

statement. Only in the Philippines, you’ll  see this.  So 

when people see me in shorts, basking in the sun they give 

me this weird look thinking I must be crazy. 

This is how a 

typical day goes 

for me. I enjoy 

going to the    

wet fish market. 

Though the 

smell of fish 

makes me want 

to throw up, I 

manage not to, 

at least until I 

get home.  I enjoy eating the street 

foods like butsi-butsi (sesame seed balls, Filipino ver-

sion), pilipit (fried,sugared doughnut twist), and palamig 

(cooler) to name just a few of my favorites. Vendors know 

a balikbayan when they see one – they will compete for 

your attention, everyone wanting to sell their merchandise 

to you. Some of the tinderas (vendors) will even introduce 

themselves and say “suki ko ang iyong ina” (your mom is 

my regular customer), insinuating that I should buy from 

them because they have some kind of relationship with 

my mom. And if you do, they give you “hiling” (extra 

piece of tomato, onion or whatever you are buying from 

them) to show that they value that relationship. 

Home Sweet Home  by Evelyn Katigbak 

On our way home from the wet market, I get to see the 

dirty ice cream vendor who offers different flavors such as 

ube (purple yam), jackfruit, cantaloupe or whatever fruits 

are in season. They are one of the best ice creams I’ve ever 

tasted, way better than store-bought brands. My most favor-

ite is the cheese flavored ice cream, this is a must try for 

those who will visit the Philippines. They do not just sell 

them in cones and plastic cups, but also in bread with ice 

cream as “palaman” (the filling) therefore making it an ice 

cream sandwich. Only in the Philippines you find this. 

Also along the way, I 

see Henia, the town’s 

beloved mentally-

challenged lady who 

walks all day from one 

town to another. Henia 

collects wood sticks, 

accepts food, money or  

anything people will 

give her. She has be-

come a fixture in our 

barrio ever since I was a 

little kid and not a day 

will pass that one will 

not see her walking be-

tween towns unless she 

is sick. She sometimes 

swings by people’s homes and helps out by 

sweeping the yard or folding clothes when asked, and is 

paid some money or provided a meal in return. The town 

folks know her and look after her well-being somehow. 

At home, we have a kasambahay (housemaid) who does 

everything.  She cooks, does laundry, housekeeping,      

gardening and more – you name it, she’ll do it. She is a live

-in help who also serve as “yaya” (nanny) to my younger 

cousins when they visit. 

Considered as a member of the household is “Puti” (the 

color white), my dad’s long –time dog who is deaf and 

mute. He’s our watchdog.  So much for that!  But neverthe-

less he is the sweetest and is good company.  He may stare 

at you in a funny way then he goes away, he is never a 

threat. 

Once my relatives, friends and neighbors find out that I 

have arrived from the US, they visit me and bring fresh 

fruits, vegetables, delicacies or native chicken to be butch-

ered. It is expected to return the     (continued on page 8) 

Wet Fish Market 

Lola Henia with Trixie Katigbak 
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June 22, 2013 - CFAA 2nd QUARTER MEETING  
Saturday, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm  

Sponsor: OCFAA (Oregon Coast Filipino American  

Association)  

Location: Tai’s Dynasty Restaurant  

1388 Virginia Ave., North Bend, OR  

CONTACT: Enrico Tadeo, (360) 574-6275 or Helen Coughlin, 

ging_ging@yahoo.com  

 

June 29-30, 2013 – GSFAA’S FILIPINO FOOD BOOTH at 

the 16TH ANNUAL WORLD BEAT FESTIVAL  
Saturday,June 29 from 10:00 am to 11:00 pm  

Sunday, June 30 from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm  

Sponsor: Greater Salem Filipino-American   Association  

Location: Riverfront Park, Salem, OR  

CONTACT: Eddie Gumabon, (509)980-5252  

Please support our Filipino Food booth; this is a Fundraising 

activity for GSFAA’s charitable community projects.  

 

July 4, 2013 - Independence Day  

Fil-Am Community Picnic  
Thursday, 11am to 5pm  

Sponsor: FAAPV, Aguman Capampangan, CSO, Fil-Am 

Friendship, FANHS, FAACCV, GSFAA, PACCO, and 

PNAOW  

Location: Blue Lake Regional Park, located    between Marine 

Drive and Sandy Boulevard off NE 223rd Ave.;  

COST: Potluck, Parking Fee:  

Bob Bayot (503) 254-1273 or Fred Asa (503)665.0792  

 

July 13, 2013 – WVFA Summer Family Picnic 2013 - "Pista 

Sa Nayon" Saturday, July 13 from 10am-6pm Sponsor: 

Willamette Valley Filipino Association  

Location: Timber-Linn Park, PriceRoad,AlbanyOR  

CONTACT: Cil Valley, cil_10@hotmail.com  

POTLUCK *In the spirit of conservation, beverage will be sold 

at a cost.  

 

July 20, 2013 – DIVERSITY/CULTURAL BALL  
Saturday, July 20 TIME: 6:00 PM to 12:00 AM  

Sponsor: Cebuano Speaking Organization (CSO)  

Location: Holiday Inn - Airport  

COST: $45 CONTACTS: Mila Dones - 503-508-1079; Maricel 

Beaman - 503-282-8974 Esther Kaiban 360-635-3460; Willie 

Olandria 503.252.8871  

Live music by Manila Band  

 

August 3, 2013 – CSO ANNUAL PICNIC  
Saturday, August 3 TIME: 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM  

Sponsor: Cebuano Speaking Organization (CSO)  

Location: Cook Park, Shelter #2  

17005 SW 92nd Ave. Tigard, OR 97224  

COST: Potluck CONTACTS: Mila Dones (503)508-1079;  

Maricel Beaman (503)282-8974 or gmcbeaman@hotmail.com, 

Joji Salarzon (360)910-7537; Willie Olandria (503)252-8871  

NOTE: Lechon and plastic utensils, hot & cold cups, paper 

plates, tablecloth, water will be provided by CSO.  

Entertainment by The Knotty Pines Live Band  

 

August 11, 2013 - DCFAA Annual Membership Picnic  
Sunday, August 11 TIME: Noon to Dusk  

Sponsor: Douglas County Filipino American Association  

Location: TBA  

CONTACT: Cynthia Mounts, Cynthia.m22@charter.net  

 

August 17, 2013 – PISTA SA NAYON & ULAM FEST 
Saturday, August 17 TIME: TBD  

Sponsor: Fil-Am Assoc of Portland & Vicinity  

Location: Fil-Am Portland Center, 8917 SE Stark St. Portland, 

Oregon, COST: $15 per person  

CONTACT: Fred Asa (503) 250-2865 Live Band   

 

September 28, 2013-PNAOW's Free Education "Ovarian 

Cancer Awareness"  
Sponsor: Philippine Nurses Association,  Oregon & Washington 

Chapter  

Location: PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center Education 

Center  

COST: Free  CONTACT: RSVP @ (360) 601-7239  

Light Pinoy refreshments will be served.  

 

October 20, 2013 FANHS Oregon Annual  

Symposium  

Topic: TBA Time: TBA  

Location: Fil Am Center SE Stark Portland, OR  

 

Philippine Consulate On Wheels  in SEATTLE, Washington 

June 21-23, August 9-11, November 8-10   Time: 8:30 am -5:30 pm  

Location: Filipino Community of Seattle (FCS) Ctr  

5740 ML King Jr. Way, South Seattle, WA  

Contact: Filipino Community of Seattle (206)722 9372  

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
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Filipino-American Events continued 

December 7, 2013 – CSO CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Saturday, December 7 TIME: 6:00 PM to 12:00 AM  

Sponsor: Cebuano Speaking Organization (CSO)  

Location: Reed Opera House, 189 Liberty St. NE, Salem, 

OR 97301  

COST: $45 CONTACTS:  

Mila Dones - 503-508-1079; Maricel Beaman - 503-282-

8974 or gmcbeaman@hotmail.com  

Esther Kaiban - 360-635-3460; Ruth Olandria - 503-252-

8871  

 

December 7, 2013 – PASKO NA NAMAN  
Saturday, December 7, 2013 TIME: 6 pm No Host Bar;  

7 pm Dinner  

Sponsor: Filipino American Association of Clark County 

and Vicinity  

Location: Hilton Vancouver, 301 W 6th St,  

Vancouver, WA 98660   COST: $TBD  

CONTACT: Lourdes Mashinski --

lourdesandy@hotmail.com ;  

Vivian Tadeo (360) 574-6275  

Annual Christmas Dinner and Dance Celebration & In-

duction of 2014 Officers and Directors  

www.filamclarkcounty.org  

 

December 14, 2013 - CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

LUNCH  

AND CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
Saturday, December 14, 2013  

TIME: 11:30 am to 3:00 pm  

Sponsor: Fil Am Friendship Club of Oregon (FAFC)  

Location: Garden Home Recreation Center, 7475 SW 

Oleson Rd, Portland, OR 97223  

COST: Free CONTACT: Medy Saqueton 503-760-7710 

lmsaqueton@comcast .net  

Ligaya Humbert 503-654-8391   

ligaya.humbert@gmail.com  

2012 FAACCV Raffle Winner Redeems Prize 

Our 2012 raffle to benefit our FAACCV Scholarship Fund was 

Mr. Pedro Martinez of Waikoloa, Hawaii. Last May 29, Mr. 

Martinez redeemed his prize of 2 roundtrip tickets to Manila 

when he traveled on Hawaiian Airlines with his wife Monina 

and their two adult sons, Marc and Derwin to Manila then     

connected on Cebu Pacific to Laoag City. They are from Vigan, 

Ilocos Sur. They had a great time visiting friends and family in 

Ilocos Sur. They traveled to Laoag and visited the famous Paoay 

Church and the Malacanang of the North! In Laoag City they did 

their shopping for their "pasalubong" at the new Robinson Store 

and Shoe Mart Dept. store.  

On June 8, they took the bus to Manila and checked-in at The 

Linden Suites in Ortigas early on the morning of June 9 to     

redeem the 1 night free accommodation for a 1 bedroom suite, 

including breakfast, at The Linden Suites which was part of his 

prize package. The GM, Mr. Wee, upgraded them to 2 bedroom 

suite with breakfast! The Martinez stayed for 2 nights. They did 

more shopping at the huge shopping center nearby.  

On June 11, they checked in at the Century Park Hotel in      

Malate, Manila close to the Cultural Center. They enjoyed their 

2-nights hotel accommodation including breakfast buffet at the 

Parc Cafe. This was made possible by Mrs. Ana Paras Dimagi-

ba, the reservation manager there for over 20 years. Mrs.       

Dimagiba also took them for a day trip   to Batangas, Laguna 

and they were able to see the famous Taal Volcano. They arrived 

in Kona, Hawaii on the 13th of June.  

Mr. Martinez and his family would like to extend their deepest 

gratitude to FAACCV for their 2 RT tickets to Manila and hotel 

accommodations. Pictures will be posted on our next newsletter. 

Amy Ramos Freedland 

Freedland'sTravel 

For Sale :  Antique Capiz Windows from the Philippines 

Contact:  Vivian Tadeo  at evcntadeo@msn.com 

Tony’s 
Lechon 

Masarap at 
Malutong! 

To order call: 
360.449.2417 



www.filamclarkcounty.org 

PO Box 65053 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

Phone: 360-574-6275 

Fax: 360-694-7061 

Email: evcntadeo@msn.com 

F i l ip ino  Amer i can  Assoc ia t ion  
o f  C la r k  Coun ty  &  V i c i n i ty  

To engage in humanitarian, civic, educational,  

cultural and charitable activities that would 

preserve, promote, and share with the community the 

customs, values, and heritage of the Filipino culture. 

FAACCV 
_________________ 

_________________ 
_________________ 

Home Sweet Home continued from page 5 

favor by giving them “pasalubong” or a gift from the 

US. My guy cousins like Nike shoes or Hollister shirts, 

the ladies love Victoria’s Secret lotion or clothing and 

accessories that are of latest style in the US.  Older 

folks prefer instant 

coffee, Spam, Celebri-

ty canned ham, or any 

canned good that they 

will save for special 

occasions. And of 

course, everyone loves 

chocolates from the 

US. 

After supper, my 

cousins and friends 

from the neighborhood 

will come with pulutan 

(appetizers that pair 

well with beer and liq-

uor) like adobong ma-

ni (peanuts), chicharon (pork rinds) and grilled fish or 

squid and expect me to offer them the imported liquor 

from America for which I am happy to oblige. It’s now 

time for our social drinking session and is not com-

plete without the ever popular videoke machine, which 

has become a staple in the Filipino culture. As the 

night grows deeper, so as the videoke singing. Before you 

know it, it’s already 3:00 A.M. and we’re still belting out our 

favorite songs unmindful of the neighbors already asleep. 

Everyone is having fun catching up, telling personal stories 

and fondly gossiping about other people in the barrio.  This 

is when you find out who eloped, who got pregnant out of 

wedlock, who is separated from their spouse, who went to 

Saudi Arabia for a greener pasture, who 

married the richest and popular guy in 

town and many more juicy gossips. 

I tell you, 2-3 weeks of vacation is never 

enough.  There are lots of things to catch 

up on, lots of people to see and visit, lots 

of things to do and lots of places to go to. 

Nevertheless, I make sure that I enjoy and 

make the most out of my short vacation - I 

take the public transportation like the 

jeepney and the tricycle, buy and eat street 

foods, do my groceries at the wet market 

where everything is fresh, watch Filipino 

movies at SM Cinema, hear mass on a 

Sunday, buy candies at the neighbor’s sari-

sari store (mom’s and pop’s shop), eat buco 

(young coconut) fresh off the coconut tree, visit good friends 

from childhood and many more.  

Just like the song lyrics “hinahanap-hanap kita Manila”, on-

ly it’s San Ignacio. I keep looking for you and will keep 

coming back to you my home, sweet home.    

Check us out on the Web:   

www.filamclarkcounty.org 

Evelyn and friends 


