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Filipino-American Association of 
clark county and vicinity 

November / December 1999 Newsletter 

Y2K Postponed Indefinitely 
This is the "put-out-one-more-newsletter-before-

Y2K-hits" issue, hurriedly put together right 

before the New Year. It is an opportunity to do a 

little lampoon (banner headline). No, Y2K is not 

really postponed, indefinitely or otherwise. 

Though a way to do it would be to extend 

December, i.e., December 32, 33, 34, etc. Or we 

can keep adding more months - 13th month, 14th 

month, etc. Or to switch to a number system other 

than decimal. If we go hexadecimal (base 16), for 

example, the year following 1999 would be 199A, 

then 199B, etc., until you reach 199F, which 

would be followed by 19A0. For some reason 

simply beyond this writer, most serious people 

never even considered any of these brilliant 

solutions.   

 

This is also an opportunity for Christmas and end-

of-year sentiments. The Council Officers 

and Members of the Filipino-American 

Association of Clark County and Vicinity would 

like to thank everyone who in one way or another 

supported the various objectives and activities of 

the association in the past year. Many were 

generous in giving of their time and money to 

ensure the success of the dance troupe in their 

many performances. Various hosts both in 

Vancouver and Portland were very generous 

donors when we went Christmas caroling. And 

our annual Christmas party was a big success, 

again, thanks to all who came for the wonderful 

music, food and camaraderie.  

 

Many thanks to all who continue to support and 

participate in the association's activities. 

In the coming year 2000, we look forward to 

hosting the U P Concert Chorus and possibly 

Kontra-Gapi later in the year.  

 

We are also looking at obtaining an official tax-

exempt status, as we believe that the association 

activities fall under the appropriate guidelines.   

 

Council Officers & Members for 1999-2000 

Chairperson ...................  Lettie Tadeo 

Vice-Chairperson ........     Joe Manzano 

Secretary ......................    Gretel Ness 

Treasurer ......................    Olive Verzosa 

Auditor ........................     Perla Estigoy 

PRO ...........................  Eric Tadeo 

Council Members:  

Ben Alba  Joy Bisquera 

Evelyn Estibar  Roger Galang 

Frances Verzosa Edeliza Verzosa 

 

Association Calendar 
April 30 - May 4, 2000 - The University of the 

Philippines Concert Chorus will be in the 

Portland/Vancouver area for their 5th visit. 

Concerts and other details of their visit are 

being arranged. Please contact Eric Tadeo, 360-

574-6275, for more information 

 

Inside ... 
Filipino Community Goings-on - page 2 

The Philippines - page 2 

Ads and Opportunities - page 2 

 

Transitions ... 
Please send information on major events and milestones to 

Eric Tadeo, preferably, via email, evcntadeo@uswest.net. 

 
Arnulfo R Verzosa, Sr.  The Filipino-American  

community in the Vancouver and Portland areas 

mourns the passing of a community leader and 

patriarch of the Verzosa family, Arn Verzosa Sr. 

A retired engineer, Arn, passed away on 

December 20, 1999 at the age of  77. He is 

survived by his spouse of 55 years, Priscilla and 

eight children and their families, mostly based in 

Vancouver WA.     
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Filipino Community goings-on ... 
 

Filipino American Community Council  

The Filipino-American Community Council (FACC) 

formally organized in Salem on December 5, 1999, 

with representatives from the various Filipino-

American groups involved, signing as original 

incorporators. The following officers were elected: 

Frank Irlandez of Friendship Club as Chair, Art 

Villanueva of the Golden Agers  as Vice-Chair, Simeon 

Mamaril of FAHNs as Treasurer, and Ronnie Lim of 

Asian Reporter as Secretary. The Filipino-American 

Association of Clark County and Vicinity is an original 

incorporator-member, represented by Eric Tadeo. 
 

(Community events and announcements may be passed on to Eric 

Tadeo for publication in this section. Editorial rights are reserved for 

appropriateness, size and contents. Please use email, 

evcntadeo@uswest.net) 

 

The Philippines: The People  ... 
(This is the second in a series of short informational articles about 

the Philippines. This issue presents the demographics of the country.  

- Eric Tadeo) 

 

The Filipinos are descended from Malay stock people 

mostly from the Southeast region of mainland Asia, and 

from what is now Indonesia. There were contacts with 

China, believed to be as early as the 10th century, 

resulting in a mixed Filipino-Chinese stock. In the 16
th

 

century, the first Europeans, primarily Spaniards and 

Portugese, appeared in these islands. The following 

three centuries saw colonization and occupation by 

Spain, creating another stock of mixed Filipino-

Spanish. Similarly, American occupation of the islands 

in the first half of the 20th century generated a stock of 

mixed Filipino-American. Most Filipinos today would 

likely be able to trace some Chinese or Spanish up the 

bloodline, and possibly, some American as well.  

 

There is also a minority of the population who are 

descended from aboriginal inhabitants of the islands. 

They are called Negritos, Aetas or Pygmies. They are 

shorter in stature, from three-and-a-half to 4-and-a half 

feet tall, and black in skin color. The Negritos are can 

be found mostly in the mountainous regions of the 

northern section of Luzon. 

 

The 1999 population estimate is 79.3 million, with a 

population growth of over 2%. Birthrate is 27.9 per 

thousand, while death rate is 6.5 per thousand. Life 

expectancy is 66.5 years.   

The largest ethnic group is what is traditionally called 

the "Christian Malays," consisting 91.5%. Muslim 

Malays constitute 4%, Chinese are 1.5%, and all the 

rest, the remaining 3%.    

 

There are many distinct native dialects in the 

Philippines, most scholars putting the number at around 

seventy. These, and other minor dialects are 

traditionally categorized into eight major linguistic 

groups: 1) Tagalog group in Manila and most of central 

and southern Luzon, 2) Cebuano group in Cebu, Bohol 

and parts of Negros, Leyte and Mindanao, 3) Ilocano 

group in northern Luzon, 4) Ilongo group (or 

Hiligaynon) in parts of Panay and Negros, 5) Bicol 

group in southern Luzon and surrounding islands, 6) 

Pampango group in parts of central Luzon, and 8) 

Pangasinan group, also in parts of central Luzon. The 

national language called Pilipino is primarily based on 

Tagalog. English is generally used alongside with 

Pilipino as official language, and is also used as 

medium of instruction and language of the media.  

 

The majority of Filipinos are Roman Catholics 

(estimated to be as much as 83%), including a local 

sect, called the Aglipayans (Philippine Independent 

Church). Muslims and protestants constitute the largest 

religious minorities in the country. Various protestant 

denominations, including a local denomination called 

Iglesia Ni Kristo, add up to 9%. The Muslims, 

estimated at around 5%, are mostly in the southern 

sections of the country.  

 

The Philippines has a literacy rate of 94.5% of the total 

population. Literacy is defined as "age 15 and over, and 

can read and write".  

 

Ads and Opportunities 
(Ads may be put in this section without charge, subject to editorial 

approval for size and contents. Please email to Eric Tadeo, 

evcntadeo@uswest.net) 

Mabuhay Filipino Restaurant - Enjoy Filipino Food and 

Sing-along. 5912 E. Fourth Plain Blvd, Vancouver WA. Tel. 

360-737-2487. Rosana, Christina and Leonora Starks.  

Wanted baker - Need baker of Filipino goods for Beaverton 

Asian market. Must have 2 years experience as Filipino 

pastry cook/baker. Please send resume to Bataan Victory and 

Bakery, 11876 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale, Beaverton OR 

97005, Attn. Cathy. 

Archie's barber shop - Come to Archie's Barber shop at 3405 

E. Fourth Plain, Vancouver, WA. Tel. 360-695-2849. 

A joyful heart is good medicine, 

but a broken spirit dries up the bone." 

- Proverbs 17:22 

 


