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Filipino American Association of Clark County & Vicinity 

1st  STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 

of Pres. Benigno S. Aquino III 

during the  

Opening Ceremony of the Joint Session 

of the 1st Regular Session of 15th Congress  

of the Republic of the Philippines 

Session Hall, Batasan Pambansa 

July 26, 2010 

 

(to watch the video or read the full text in Filipi-

no or English, go to: 

http://rtvm.gov.ph/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=2820  ) 

 

ENGLISH TRANSLATION: 

 

Speaker Feliciano Belmonte; Senate President 

Juan Ponce Enrile; Vice President Jejomar Bi-

nay, Chief Justice Renato Corona, Former Presi-

dents Fidel Valdez Ramos and Joseph Ejercito 

Estrada; Members of the House of Representa-

tives and the Senate; distinguished members of 

the diplomatic corps;  

 

My beloved countrymen: 

 

Our administration is facing a forked road. On 

one direction, decisions are made to protect the 

welfare of our people; to look after the interest 

of the majority; to have a firm grip on principles; 

and to be faithful to the public servant’s sworn 

oath to serve the country honestly.  

 

This is the straight path.  

 

On the other side, personal interest is the priori-

ty, and where one becomes a slave to political 

considerations to the detriment of our nation.  

 

This is the crooked path.  

 

For a long time, our country lost its way in the 

crooked path. As days go by (since I became 

President), the massive scope of the problems we 

have inherited becomes much clearer. I could 

almost feel the weight of my responsibilities.  

Editors: Rita Schaljo 

& Gretel Ness 
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In the first three 

weeks of our 

administration, 

we discovered 

many things, 

and I will report 

to you some of 

the problems we 

have uncovered, 

and the steps we 

are taking to 

solve them. 

 

This report is merely a glimpse of our situa-

tion. It is not the entire picture of the crises we 

are facing. The reality was hidden from our 

people, who seem to have been deliberately 

obfuscated on the real state of our nation.  

 

In the first six years of this year, government 

expenditure exceeded our revenues. Our defi-

cit further increased to PhP196.7 billion. Our 

collection targets, which lack PhP23.8 billion, 

were not fully met, while we went beyond our 

spending by PhP45.1 billion.  

 

Our budget for 2010 is PhP1.54 trillion. Of 

this, only PhP100 billion - or 6.5% of the total 

budget – can be used for the remaining six 

months of the current year. Roughly 1% of the 

total budget is left for each of the remaining 

month.  

 

Where did the funds go?   

 

A calamity fund worth PhP2 billion was re-

served in preparation for anticipated calami-

ties. Of this already miniscule amount, at a 

time when the rainy season has yet to set in, 

PhP1.4 billion or 70% was already spent.  

 

The entire province of Pampanga received 

PhP108 million. Of this, PhP105 million went     

to only one district. ( continued on page 5)    



From the Upuan (Chair)  
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court includes  Annabelle Digrazia, Mrs. Visayas-Portland 

2010, and also Mrs. Cathy Strobehn, Mrs. Mindanao-Portland 

2010. Together, all four ladies raised over $32,000 to help 

maintain the Fil-Am Portland Center, and to help support its 

activities!!! 

 

According to Clarissa, Ms. Philippines-Portland is a fundraiser. 

Funds are largely applied towards good causes in the Fil-am 

communities. This has included contributions towards local 

scholarships, upkeep of the Fil-am Portland Center where 

many Fil-am community services are held such as senior activ-

ities (e.g. health workshops), free Tagalog lessons, auction to 

raise funds for typhoon aid, and also the yearly Christmas din-

ner for adults and the yearly Christmas party for children 

(provided free of charge to Fil-am Portland members and their 

guests). 

2010 Ms. Philippines-Portland Coronation Ball Oct16 at the Embassy Suites PDX 

By Lourdes Mashinski 

I finally visited the Phil-

ippines this past summer 

with my husband and 

children.  This is some-

thing I have wanted to 

do to show them what 

the Philippines is all 

about!  Thanks to all the 

people that supported 

me last year in making it 

possible for me to win 

the Mrs. Philippines 

Event.   I won two 

roundtrip tickets and this 

helped a lot with my 

family of four.    

 

During the first week, we stayed at my uncle’s house in Marilao, 

Bulacan.  There my youngest daughter, Zoe at 6, said she wanted 

to move to the Philippines because of the Pan de Sal!  There was 

a street vendor that goes around the village selling them in the 

neighborhood every morning.  I, on the other hand, was very hap-

py when I heard the TAHO!!!!  I asked the Taho vendor to come 

by the house every morning the entire time I was there.   

 

A very important moment of our trip that I wanted to share with 

my family is to learn about my roots.  I am the youngest of 10 

children and was brought up by my mother’s father and step-

mother, Abelardo and Marcosa Valenzuela.  My grandfather 

proudly shared with me the history of Dr. Pio Valenzuela, his 

father, and one of the top active members of the Supreme Council 

of the Katipunan.  I learned from him firsthand the things that 

occurred between Lolo Pio, Ka Andres Bonifacio and even Dr. 

Jose Rizal. My uncle then brought all of us to the Valenzuela 

City Municipal Hall, named after my great grandfather, and the 

Museo Valenzuela, where you can find all of my great grandfa-

ther’s medical instruments, the Katipunan historical diorama, 

and his personal writings. Sharing the history of my ancestors 

with my family makes me proud of being a Filipino.  

 

I became active in the Fil-Am community when I began serving 

as the Chair of FAACCV. I hope this will explain to my chil-

dren why the Philippines is so  important to me.   

 

Our second week in Manila, after watching the Friday night 

fireworks by the Mall of Asia, both my children made wishes at 

the water fountain.  Angie, 8 years old, wished “I want to move 

to the Philippines” while Zoe wished for a better Philippines!  I 

could not be a prouder mother when I heard these from my 

children. The new government of Noynoy Aquino gives me 

much hope for my beloved Philippines. 

Ms. Clarissa Reidy is the FAACCV representative to this year’s 

2010 Mrs. Philippines Portland event. Clarissa is the daughter of 

Charles and Cindy Reidy from Vancouver, Washington. She will 

be crowned as Ms. Luzon-

Philippines this Saturday, October 

16 during the Ms. Philippines-

Portland Coronation Ball at the Em-

bassy Suites PDX.  

 

Last year’s Mrs. Philippines-

Portland 2009, and FAACCV Chair-

person, Mrs. Lourdes Mashinski, 

will relinquish her crown to Ms. 

Riza Asa, the 2010 Ms Philippines-

Portland. Aside from Clarissa, the 

2010 Ms. Philippines-Portland royal 



The Council of Filipino-American Associations (CFAA) of Ore-

gon and SW Washington held its annual convention at the Val-

ley River Inn, Eugene Oregon last Aug. 14, 2010 with the theme 

“KAPAMILYA.” Officers and members of the FAACCV and 

other Filipino Associations in both Oregon and Washington 

State attended this annual event. Also present at the convention 

were Mr. Richard Woodling --Honorary Philippine Consul Gen-

eral of Oregon, Mr. Marciano Paynor – Philippine Consul Gen-

eral based in San Francisco, and Consul Alfonso Ver since the 

Philippine Consulate on Wheels was also there on Aug 13 & 14 

to process documents, passports and dual citizenship applica-

tions including the oath-taking ceremonies on the last day. 

 

A leader’s summit-gathering of the board of directors and affili-

ates of the different Fil-Am groups was held in the morning of 

Aug 14, followed by an open exhibit and vendors area at the 

Willamette Ballroom Foyer. After lunch, workshops were of-

fered, among them – Youth-Bridging the Identity Gap, Dance 

Lessons, Conflict Management presented by our own Eric   

Tadeo, and a Filipino Culinary class. The day culminated with a 

dinner-dance themed The Roaring 20’s. FAACCV’s Chuck and 

Cindy Reidy won the best costume award for couples and Doug 

and Nilda Loriz won one of the raffled prizes. It was a very en-

joyable and informative convention. Everyone had a wonderful 

experience meeting members of other Fil-Am groups, and mak-

ing new friends. 

The FAACCV delegation at the 2010 CFAA 
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Fr. Arnold Abelardo at the Grotto 

On August 29, President Noynoy Aquino’s spiritual confidant, 
Fr. Arnold Abelardo,spoke to close to 100 Filipino-Americans 
and friends at the Grotto meeting hall. Organized by the Filipi-
nos for Good Governance in Oregon and Southwest Wash-
ington, the group was given a little inside view of President 
Aquino, and possible prospects for the Philippines under the 
new administration. There was an open forum as well as a 
small group discussion that allowed for input from the at-
tendees. 
 
Many of the exciting take-aways from the discussion and 
open forum: 
That there are many things we can do in the here and now as 

US residents and frequent travelers to the Philippines 
that will help build the enabling environment to dismantle 
corruption in the Philippines; 

There is a growing awareness of the opportunities and possi-
bilities that are opening up with President Aquino's ad-
ministration but that this long-term work must extend be-
yond his term and his persona; 

That US-based Filipinos have never lost their love for country 
and kababayans and that we are willing to shift out of our 
comfort zone to extend a supporting hand! 

 
Encouraged by our momentum, there are many things that 
the Oregon and Southwest Washington group for Good Gov-
ernance is looking at on the horizon. A Good Governance 
upcoming event is the evening with Dr. Tony La Vina on No-
vember 5 (see Page 4 Upcoming Event) and participate as 

you are willing and able. 
 
Maraming Salamat sa inyong Pakiki-isa (Thank you 
for your solidarity!), from the Good Governance Group 
- Jet Pizarro, Gary de Leon, Pia de Leon, Gretel Ness, 
Andrei Amparo, Aimee Santos-Lyons, Vivian Tadeo, 
Eric Tadeo. Email: evcntadeo@msn.com. 



Upcoming Events 

GSFAA 20th Anniversary Celebration, Induction of Officers, 

Dinner & Dance 

Saturday, October 9, 2010 / 5 pm – 12 midnight, dinner served at 

6 pm 

Greater Salem Filipino American Association 

Location: Renaissance Inn, 5188 Wittenberg Ln, Keizer, OR 

97303 

Cost: $35.00 per person if purchase in advance. At the door 

$40.00 

Contact: Rita Starks 503-375-2579; Nolita Schoonover 503-580-

8807; Marie McHone 503-585-4429; Marilou Thurman 503-391-

5304  

Live Music by "The Mactan International Band". Attire: Semi 

Formal or Filipino Dress 

 
Ms Philippines Coronation Ball 

Saturday, October 16, 2010 / Time 6 pm 

Filipino American Association of Portland and Vicinity 

Location: Embassy Suites Hotel at the Airport 

Cost: $45 

Contact: Ben Avecilla 

  

FANHS Oregon Symposium 

Sunday, October 17, 2010 / time: 2 pm – 5 pm 

Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS) 

Location: Fil-Am Center, Fil-Am Portland 

Cost: free 

Contact: Dolly Specht - dollyps@yahoo.com 

Speakers are Salma Ahmad, Pia de Leon, Aimee Santos-Lyons 

and Dolly Specht. 

 

PACCO Leadership Night 

Wednesday, October 20, 2010 / 5:30 – 8 pm 

Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of Oregon 

(PACCO) 

Location/Cost/Contact: TBD 

Keynote Speaker: Oregon State Treasurer Ted Wheeler 

 
An Evening with  Dr Tony La Viña, Esq. the Prospects of Good 

Governance in the Philippines 

Friday, Nov 5 at 7:30 –9:00 pm 

St. Therese Church 

1260 NE 132nd Ave, Portland, OR 

Contact: Eric Tadeo evcntadeo@msn.com or call 360-574-6275 

 

DCFAA Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, Nov. 14   1-4 pm 

DCFAA, Cost:  None 

Contact:  Trish Melendres-Keller 541 673-8475 

DCFAA members will be hosting a dinner for homeless, low-

income, or underprivileged children and their families. 
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Fil-Am Friendship Club of Oregon Children’s Christmas 

Prgrm 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 / 11am-3pm 

Fil-Am Friendship Club of Oregon 

Location: PCC Rock Creek 17705 NW Springville Rd, Port-

land, Oregon - (503) 614-7213 

Cost: Free, potluck 

Contact: Medy Saqueton - lmsaqueton@comcast.net; Louisa 

Marbella - dmayersfamily@yahoo.com 

POTLUCK; members, family and friends are all welcome.  

 

CSO 2010 Christmas Party 

December 4, 2010 (Saturday) 6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Cebuano Speaking Organization 

Location: Shilo Inn Suites Hotel - Airport Way, Portland  

Cost: TBA 

Contact: Lourdes Zakrzewski – oslobcebu@yahoo.com 

                 Maricel Beaman - gmbeaman@msn.com 

                 Ruth Olandria - willyruth@msn.com 

                 Marivic Carrington - alanmarivic@comcast.net 

                 Romy Agudelo - romya1206@yahoo.com 

                 Puri Aston - apricott9@aol.com 

                 Nila Janson - mrsprhils2007@yahoo.com 

For family and friends of CSO members 

 

Pasko Na Naman 

December 11, 2010 (Saturday) 5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Filipino American Association of Clark County and Vicinity 

Location: Sheraton Hotel - Airport Way, Portland   

Cost: TBA 

Contact: Lourdes Mashinski lourdesandy@hotmail.com 

Annual grand holiday ball for the Filipino American commu-

nity 

  

PACCO Annual Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 / 5 pm – 9 pm 

Philippine American Chamber of Commerce of Oregon 

(PACCO) 

Fil-Am Center 

Cost/Contact: TBA 

 

Christmas Party (Adults) 

Saturday, December 18, 2010 / 6 pm - midnight 

Filipino American Association of Portland and Vicinity 

Location: OAME 

Cost/Contact: TBA 

 

Christmas Party for Children 

Sunday, December 19, 2010 / 2 pm – 5 pm 

Filipino American Association of Portland and Vicinity 

Location: Fil-Am Center 

Cost/Contact: TBA 



DCFAA Holiday Party/Induction of Officers 

Sunday, Dec. 19 @  1:00 pm 

DCFAA 

Location:  Douglas County Courthouse Annex, 

Cost:  None (Potluck) 

Contact:  Tess Loomis  541 679-8690 

Everyone welcome! 

 

New Year's Eve Party 

Friday, December 31, 2010 / 7 pm – 1 am 

Filipino American Association of Portland and Vicinity 

Location: Fil-Am Center 

Cost: TBA 

Contact: TBA 

More information to follow 

 

ARF 13th Annual Scholar-

ship & Awards Banquet 

April 22, 2011 / time: TBD 

Asian Reporter Foundation  

Location: Legin Restaurant 

Cost: TBA 

Contact: TBA 

More information to follow 

 

AsiaFest Portland  

May 21, 2011 / time: TBD 

Asian Reporter Foundation  

Location: Oregon Conven-

tion Center 

Cost: TBA 

Contact: TBA 

More information to follow 

Upcoming Events continued 
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On the other hand, the province of Pangasinan, which was se-

verely affected by Typhoon Pepeng, received a mere PhP5 mil-

lion, which had to be used to fix damages inflicted not even by 

Pepeng, but by a previous typhoon, Cosme.  

 

The funds were released on election month, which was seven 

months after the typhoon. What will happen if a typhoon arrives 

tomorrow? The fund has been used up to repair damage from 

typhoons that hit us last year. Our future will pay for the greed 

of yesterday. 

 

This is also what happened to the funds of the MWSS. Just re-

cently, people lined up for water while the leadership of the 

MWSS rewarded itself even though the pensions of retired em-

ployees remain unpaid. 

 

The entire payroll of the MWSS amounts to 51.4 million pesos 

annually. But this isn’t the full extent of what they receive: they 

receive additional allowances and benefits amounting to 81.1 

million pesos. In short, they receive 211.5 million pesos annual-

ly. Twenty four percent of this is for normal salaries, and sixty 

six percent is added on. 

 

The average worker receives up to 13th month pay plus a cash 

gift. In the MWSS, they receive the equivalent of over thirty 

months pay if you include all their additional bonuses and allow-

ances. 

 

What we discovered in the case of the salaries of their board of 

trustees is even more shocking. Let’s take a look at the allow-

ances they receive: 

Attending board of trustees and board committee meetings, and 

you get fourteen thousands pesos. This totals ninety eight thou-

sand pesos a month. They also get an annual grocery incentive 

of eighty thousand pesos.  

 

And that’s not all. They get a mid-year bonus, productivity bo-

nus, anniversary bonus, year-end bonus, and financial assis-

tance. They not only get a Christmas bonus, but an additional 

Christmas package as well. Each of these amounts to eighty 

thousand pesos. All in all, each member of the board receives 

two and a half million pesos a year exclusive of car service, 

technical assistance, and loans. Let me repeat. They award 

themselves all of these while being in arrears for the pensions of 

their retired employees.  

 

Even the La Mesa watershed wasn’t spared. In order to ensure 

an adequate supply of water, we need to protect our watersheds. 

In watersheds, trees are needed. Where there should be trees, 

they built homes for the top officials of the MWSS. 

 

We cannot remove them from their positions quickly because 

they are among the midnight appointees of former president 

Arroyo. We are investigating all of these things. But if they 

have any shame left, they should voluntarily relinquish their 

positions.  

 

(The speech has been edited here to fit the space.  Towards the 

end of the  SONA the President had these to say:) 

 

We have always known that the key to growth is putting the 

interest of others beyond one’s own. One thing is clear: how do 

we move forward if we keep putting others down?   

How will those without education secure quality jobs? How will 

the unemployed become consumers? How will they save money 

for their future needs? 

If we change all this, if we prioritize enabling others, we will 

open a world of opportunities not just for ourselves but for those 

who directly need it. . . 

                                     (go to rtvm.gov.ph for the entire SONA) 

Philippine President Aquino 1st State of 

the Nation Address                    from page 1 



www.filamclarkcounty.org 

PO Box 65053 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

Phone: 360-574-6275 

Fax: 360-694-7061 

Email: info@filamclarkcounty.org 

F i l i p ino  Amer i can  Asso c i a t ion  
o f  C l a r k  Coun ty  &  V i c i n i ty  

To preserve the Flipino values and heritage 

in Clark County and to serve our community 

FAACCV 

 

Check us out on the Web:   

www.filamclarkcounty.org 

 

_________________ 

_________________ 
_________________ 

On August 29, 2010, FAACCV board member Nilda Loriz and her 

husband, Doug, hosted a soft-launching of their new word game 

which will be officially released around November 2010.The word 

game, played on a game board was created around a unique idea 

that Nilda had 2 ½ years ago. The couple has worked very hard 

over the last year to ensure that the game has the right balance of 

skill and luck for any player regardless of age. It is a fun, competi-

tive, and educational family game where you don’t have to wait for 

your turn and there is no need for pens and scoring pads to tally 

your score. There is also a simple variation that allows children 

(who can spell) to play with adults without sacrificing any of the 

competitiveness of the game.  

 

This is a new venture for both Doug and Nilda as neither has ever 

been involved in running a business or bringing a new product to 

the market. The method of play is so unique that Doug and Nilda 

decided to apply for a utility patent to protect many of the ideas 

employed in the game. The game is currently patent pending. Be-

fore committing to having 1500 games produced, the couple rigor-

ously tested the game with family, friends, and friends of friends. 

They are very grateful to those who helped with the testing and all 

the encouragement they received. So many people who have tested 

the game have said that they enjoy playing it more than Scrabble. 

The name of the game is “Bull’s-eye” and their company is DNA 

Family Games LLC. DNA stands for  Doug, Nilda and Anna. The 

company motto is, “The Building Blocks of Fun.” The game design 

has been completed and is now under production.  

The “Bull’s-eye” word game will be at the 2010 Chicago 

Toy and Game Fair on the weekend of November 20 & 21. 

This is America’s largest Toy and Game event which is 

open to the public. Doug and Nilda hopes to meet many 

prospective customers, major game manufacturers and dis-

tributors at this event while learning as much as they can 

about the game industry. “Bull’s-eye” will also be featured 

at a one-day event held by the toy store Kazoodles located 

in downtown Vancouver, Washington on Saturday, Novem-

ber 13th, 2010.  

 

DNA Family Games can be found on the web at dnafami-

lygames.com.  

 

DNA FAMILY GAMES SOFT LAUNCHING                                 by Nilda Loriz 


