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Dear friends of Fil-Am Vancouver! 
Mabuhay!  Welcome to Fil-Am Vancouver’s last newsletter for the year.  
During this holiday season as we spend time with family and friends, let 
us reflect on the blessings this year and how we can do better in the com-
ing year.  I am truly honored to be the 2018 Board Chair and humbled to 
continue the work in 2019.  One of my blessings is being with a team of 
hardworking FAAV board members and “FAAV barkadas”.  We continue 
to welcome and invite new barkadas all year long.  FAAV has been busy 
and we are excited to end the year with much pride.  It is inspiring to 
look at this year’s community outreach events and I am very proud of the 
team who helped us achieve them. Thank you for your support in many 
ways.  We are here because of you. 

January – FAAV donated to Little Children of the World - Ingan Leyte towards its building 
project.  FAAV also welcomed a new immigrant in town and even hosted her wedding at 
the Tadeo residence. 

February - FAAV co-hosted the Consular outreach with PACCO.  Families from around 
Oregon and Washington were able to get their consular work done.  As always, it was 
not enough.  The committee will be working with the Philippine consulate office in ex-
panding their resources to accommodate more kababayans during their next visit in 
2019. 

March – FAAV sponsored a box of clothing and toiletries to the Damayan project in Manila. 
April – FAAV held the movie “Ang Larawan” at Clinton Theatre in Portland, as its way of 

sharing Philippine arts. 
June – FAAV hosted the annual Philippine Independence Day picnic at The Frenchman’s 

Bar in Vancouver.  Potluck food, lechon, games and entertainment. FAAV’s summer 
outreach putting together all Filipinos and our American friends and families in the 
community 

July – FAAV held a team building retreat in Beacon Rock State Park which included direc-
tors and their families. 

August – FAAV sponsored another box of clothing and toiletries to the Damayan project in 
Manila.  FAAV also donated towards welcoming the Bacolod Softball team to Portland. 

October  – FAAV awarded scholarship grants to five deserving youth for a total of $2500.   
November – FAAV donated towards sponsorship of WHO (Winter Hospitality Overflow) 

benefit concert held at St. John, The Evangelist Church. The Filipino Community Choir 
(most of the choir members are FAAV directors) was one of the performers.  FAAV di-
rector Vivian Tadeo with the new incoming director June Sustento started a Tagalog 
teaching class at The Tadeo residence.   

December Plans:   
 December 1st, Pasko Na Naman.  The traditional gala dinner and dance celebrating 

Christmas in coordination with the 2019 directors oath taking. This will be held at Ilani 
Casino Resort in Ridgefield. The board and some barkadas are quite busy preparing 
and we look forward to seeing you all. 

 December 16, Adult foster home Christmas carol outreach.  Bringing Christmas cheer 
to foster home residents in the area. 

 

Thank you for your support.  Maraming salamat po at Maligayang Pasko.  May the blessings of 
Christmas be with you all. 

Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon  

From the Upuan                             By: Cori Harms  
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Philippine Independence Day Picnic 2018     By: Bernie Gerhardt  

The Filipino Amer-
ican Association 
( FAAV) of Van-
couver held their 
annual Philippine 
Independence Day 
Picnic on June 16 
at Vancouver Lake 
Park.  This annual 
event is to celebrate 
“Araw ng 
Kalayaan” Day of 

Freedom – Independence of the Philippines from 300 years of 
Spanish rule.  In Manila, there were festivals ,  a large parade and 
a 21 gun salute to celebrate 120 years of Independence.   
Although, the FAAV picnic was smaller in scale, the FAAV pic-
nic was very festive and had over 350 people attend.   The picnic 
venue had banderas and both the American and Filipino flags 
waving in the wind as symbols for all to see the pride of the at-
tendees.  Filipinos are known for their hospitality and wonderful 
food.  Neither was lacking at the picnic.  There was a picnic 
bounty of pancit, adobo, pinakbet, and other Filipino dishes, 
hamburgers, healthy salads and a plethora of desserts. 
 

There was a steady parade of entertainers coming to the micro-
phone, ably managed by our local DJ, Jon Oribello.  There was 
a lot of games, including the traditional raw egg toss. The win-
ners were awarded with many prizes. 
Our “21 gun salute” was the participation of both young and 
old, Barkadas, and FAAV members. This  Independence Picnic 
was indeed a fitting event to celebrate the 120th year of Philip-
pine freedom from Spanish rule, and in addition,  the spirit, 
pride and viability of Filipinos living in Southwest Washington 
and Oregon.  

FAAV Scholarship Awardees for 2018                     By: Bernice Bevard                      

As part of Fil-Am Vancouver’s commitment to support the 
local community, the organization awards scholarships to eli-
gible students who are of Filipino descent, are residents of 
Clark County, WA and are pursuing a vocational, certificate, 
technical, associate, or bachelor’s degree program at an ac-
credited school. 
This year, through fundraising efforts and through the gener-
osity of corporate donors including Microsoft and IQ Credit 
Union, FAAV was able to grant a total of $2500 in scholar-
ships to five deserving individuals.  The students were selected 
based on their academic achievement and community service, 
among other criteria. 
 

Christianne Verzosa is attending the 
University of Washington and majoring 
in English.  Prior to this, she attended 
Clark College and was consistently on 
the Vice President's List every quarter.  
With a passion for writing and editing, 
she served as the Fiction Editor for the 
2018 edition of Clark College's award-
winning literary journal, Phoenix.  
Christianne also has a strong interest in 
American Sign Language, which piqued 
her interest in the beauty of the deaf 

community and the need for interpreters.  She hopes to have a 
part in mediums where she has the ability to normalize diversi-
ty—hopefully giving a platform to minorities—in media, liter-
ature, entertainment, and news.  

Kurtis Ibanez graduated from Fort Vancouver High School 
and is now taking classes at Clark College.  During his time at 
Fort Vancouver High School, he attended medical arts, which 
fueled his desire to become a medical professional.  His first 
interest is pharmacy with nursing as a close second.  After 
receiving his bachelor’s degree, Kurtis plans to pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in his chosen field.  
 
Kyle Redula is a student at Clark 
College and is pursuing his Associ-
ate of Arts in Business Administra-
tion.  He is determined to get the 
most out of his degree by putting as 
much effort into his education as he 
can.  With a college degree, Kyle’s 
goal is to have a stable financial 
future.  He also plans to repay the 
generosity of his family, especially 
his grandparents, who have provided some financial support 
for his college expenses.  “My dad, Cedrick, especially has 

been pushing me to prepare for the 
future through my education and wise 
career choices, and I intend to follow 
through on his advice the best I can.” 
 
Noelle Tadeo previously worked at 
an immigration firm as a Paralegal.   
(continued on pg 3) 
 



Page  3  

2018 FAAV Director team building retreat                              By:  Luis Ordona 

It was a beautiful, sunny mid-July day at Beacon Rock State 
Park.  Except for the occasional joggers, hikers, and sightseers 
passing through, the park was almost empty.  Almost empty, ex-
cept for us, the Board of Directors and family members of the 
Filipino-American Association of Vancouver, WA.  It was our 
annual (mini) retreat and all had a good time, even though it be-
came extremely hot mid-afternoon. 

 
The day started with getting ourselves oriented to the area, setting 
up the food, and preparing lunch.  Everybody brought delicious 
dishes.  We needed a little “siesta” after lunch so that we would 
be alert for our short, but very productive meeting that followed.  
Everyone engaged and provided good input of how we may con-
tinue to improve as a group, for future community outreach, and 
other activities. 

After our meeting, we proceeded with our team building activi-
ties, which included our family members and friends.  We had a 
sack race, an activity called “minefield” where a partner guides 
the other blindfolded partner through an obstacle course, and we 
ended it with a scavenger hunt, where each team had to take 
group selfies with items found on their lists.  It was so much fun 
under the sun, and of course, we had to eat some more before 
packing it in.  Some of the families decided to go to the boat 
docks afterwards so that the kids could cool down by jumping in 
the water.  It was a beautiful scenic view with Beacon Rock in 
the background. 

 
Overall, it was a good day.  We were able to accomplish a lot.  
But most importantly, we were able to bond as a group and also 
as friends and family.  

FAAV Scholarship Awardees for 2018  (cont.)                 By: Bernice Bevard                      

Noelle Tadeo (cont.) However, she decided instead to pursue a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Digital Technology and Culture at Wash-
ington State University Vancouver, in order to move into the 
technology workforce.  She is also minoring in Communications 
and Spanish.  Noelle hopes to specialize in the social media mar-
keting and advertising.   
Joel Tanig is a student at Mountain View High School and has 
plans to major in Computer Science.  He has taken a number of 
Advanced Placement classes and is the Vice President of the Key 
Club at his school, volunteering over 90 service hours.  In addi-

tion, Joel is also in the National Honor Society.  His career goal 
is to secure a lucrative job in the technology field at a large cor-
poration.  He believes that computers are the future and advanced 
artificial intelligence will be part of our everyday lives.  
If you know of any students who may be interested in applying 
for a scholarship for Fall 2019, check out this link...  
https://www.filamvancouver.org/scholarship for more infor-
mation.  If you or your organization would like to become a do-
nor and support FAAV’s scholarship program, please contact any 
of the FAAV directors. 

https://www.filamvancouver.org/scholarship
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A triple celebration for former FAAV Chair   By: Chuck & Cindy Reidy 

FAAV Board of Director Chuck Reidy and his wife Cindy recently celebrated three 
important events in one big party last November 17th ~ their Vow Renewal, 35th An-
niversary, and 55th Birthdays.  Over 200 guests witnessed Chuck and Cindy’s vow 
renewal at Marian Hall (inside St. Joseph’s Parish Hall in Vancouver, Washington).  
Attire was semiformal or formal in white, black, or gray, to symbolize “good times, 
challenging times, and everything in between”.  
Their daughter recently gave them their 55th birthday gift, which was a scrapbook 
with polaroid pictures of their guests at the party. A wonderful keepsake for a joyous 
occasion! Family and friends were served salmon and prime rib with au jus, for their 
dinner entrees, followed by dessert (assorted cupcakes and their vow renewal cake).  
Entertainment included vocal-
ists, Filipino folk dances, and a 

Pacific Island Showcase, followed by special messages, a slideshow, and the 
couple’s first dance of the evening.  Guests were provided with gifts including 
shades, as they all later gathered on the dancefloor to celebrate Chuck and Cin-
dy’s 55th birthdays (both in November!) dancing to “I Wear My Sunglasses at 
Night” ~ which symbolized how Chuck and Cindy were “blinded by love” at 
such an early age. Other gifts included a LOVE candle gift for each guest, 
which symbolized how their faith and love helped to light up their way and 
guide them through their journey in life together. 
Guests were treated to portraits at a winter-theme backdrop. There’s a link on 
the event page, and on Cindy’s timeline in Facebook for guests to download 
their pictures.  
Chuck and Cindy were both 18 years old when they met in 1982. Chuck was 
instantly smitten, as he proposed on their first date. They married four months 
later in 1983. The couple moved frequently, both state-side and overseas, 
largely due to Chuck’s 20 years of active-duty military service in the U.S. Air 
Force. They started their family with furry kids ~ two Pomeranians, Mai Tai 
and Shasta. Chuck and Cindy both completed their college studies, before purchasing their first home in Washington, in 1986, when 
Chuck was stationed at McChord Air Force Base. Their journey in life, and love, produced their eldest daughter Clarissa, who was 

born in Bremerton in 1988. Then came Carlo and Cami, who 
were born in Guam in 1992.  
The kids were primarily raised in Hawaii from 1998 to 2006. 
Cindy was born and raised in Hawaii, until 1973, when her 
dad moved the family to Washington, due to military orders 
(her dad is retired U.S. Navy, who served 28 years).  
Chuck was born and raised in the Philippines, on a U.S. mili-
tary base. He moved to the U.S. in 1983, when he enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force.    
Throughout their marriage, both Chuck and Cindy balanced 
their family life, with their careers ~ Chuck in computers, 

and Cindy in banking and finance. Since moving from Ha-
waii, back to the Pacific Northwest in 2006, both Chuck and 

Cindy volunteer for non-profit associations in Southwest 
Washington and in Oregon.  

ALOHA OPEN HOUSE in Vancouver, and in Portland, coming up in January!  
 
There will be an ALOHA OPEN HOUSE in Vancouver on Friday, January 25, 2019, 5pm to 7pm, at The 
Backstairs, Felida Village, 3600 NW 119th Street, Vancouver, WA 98685. 
Also, there will be an ALOHA OPEN HOUSE in Portland on Sunday, January 27, 2019, 3pm to 5pm, at 
the Filipino American Association of  Portland & Vicinity Inc, 8917 SE Stark St., Portland., OR. 97216 
 
Warm up with the sounds of Hawaiian music, hula dancers, ‘ono grinds, ukulele strumming, and sweet 
vocal melodies! Meet Kumu Hula, Gloria Nahalea, a master of Hawaiian Cultural Arts “talk-story”. 
Come learn more about the secret of a healthy hula lifestyle and beautiful music from ukuleles! 

Photo above: Chuck and Cindy with four generations present: 
Fernandez, Reidy, and Halsey familes. 
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50th Anniversary HS Reunion        By: Vivian Tadeo 

The year was 1968 when I, together with 110 students , graduated from high school in the Philippines. Fast forward to 2018. 
Although we've had several  reunions throughout the years, nothing compares to our 50th reunion.  
Our Golden HS reunion aptly was held in the Philippines, February of this year. We were blessed to have had a classmate 
whose family owned a resort in Antipolo who generously offered the place to us with a generous discount and extra attention 
for 4 days. Our time together started with a visit to the old alma mater. complete with mass, program and dinner. Now coed, 
the college did not look like anything I remember 50 years ago, but memories  coupled with some tears ,started stream-
ing out  anyway as soon as we entered the gates. Though I felt so ancient at the moment, I promptly was reminded of the good 
old days from my teens. 
   The whole duration of the reunion in Antipolo was full of fun and jocularity. A lot of "remember whens", "please remind me 
who you are", "really, I did that?", "did you hear that...", "have you seen....", "who is that?", "remember that boy friend?". 
 It was 4 days of laughter and tears, fun and food , excursions, and more food. Amidst all these, we had 2 rules we had to fol-
low. No mention of what medicines we are taking for aches and pains, and no talking about grandchildren. As some of us 
know, that could be endless. 
   The 4 day reunion was followed by a 10-day side trip to Sydney, Australia. Four classmates that live there hosted the 14 of 
us that signed up. 
Most of us are approaching 70 and early dementia (LOL), retired, widowed, special needs. Some have passed away, but we 
have all been gifted with precious memories of old. Can't wait for the 51st! 

WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOW! 
FAAV supported this fundraising concert at St John the Evangelist 
Church last Nov 9 to benefit the Clark County Council for the 
Homeless Winter Hospitality Overflow which provides food and 
shelter to the homeless during the cold weather months from No-
vember 1st through March 31st. Several FAAV directors sang with 
the Filipino Community Choir and FAAV also donated funds.   
 
To help the homeless this winter, please go to this website. 
http://www.councilforthehomeless.org/winter-weather-support/ 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.councilforthehomeless.org%2Fwinter-weather-support%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca26daf546eb54928cefc08d6473d75c0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636774726624385160&sdata=fqEL1gx7QlxGeDK
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Tagalog Lessons have started!        By: Vivian Tadeo 

Lessons on Conversational Tagalog have finally started!   
Headed by our new FAAV board member, June Sustento, we 
would like to encourage any one who is interested in learning 
the mother tongue of their parents to join us. Though lessons 
are designed for high school and college age students at the 
moment, seniors are welcome. The lessons are currently meet-
ing once a week at the Tadeo residence.  Please email the coor-
dinator, Noelle Tadeo, (noelle.tadeo@gmail.com) if you are 
interested. 
 
 
 
 
 

"Ang hindi marunong magmahal sa sariling wika ay higit pa sa 
hayop at malansang isda", ani Dr. Jose Rizal, ang pambansang 
bayani ng ating Lupang Sinilangan. 
Kaya't mga kapanalig, kapuso at kapamilya, samahan nyo ako at 
ating linangin, isa puso at isa diwa ang ating sariling wika. 
 
Mag-usap tayo. Ako si Tita June. (Ikaw?Anong pangalan mo?) 

mailto:noelle.tadeo@gmail.com
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Mad Travel!          By: Gretel Ness 

Why Go MAD?   
 
MAD, short for Making A Difference, is not your typical travel agency.  It is a social enterprise that works with marginalized com-
munities in the Philippines to create fun, authentic, and meaningful travel experiences through sustainable social tourism.  The 
founders decided to call it MAD because of its connection to Gawad Kalinga.  Gawad Kalinga  (“to give care”) is a global movement 
that started in the Philippines and aims to end poverty by first restoring the dignity of the poor. Since it was formally established in 
2003, Gawad Kalinga has expanded its work to over 2,000 organized communities throughout the country.   Headquartered at the 
GK Enchanted Farm two hours away from Metro Manila in Angat, Bulacan, Gawad Kalinga is a unique business and education plat-
form where society converges to build a world-class Philippines in which no one is left behind.   
 
MAD builds on Gawad Kalinga’s mission by incorporating all the beauty that the Philippines has to offer and building travel pack-
ages with responsible tourism in mind.  At the heart of MAD is the belief that travel has the potential to change perspectives and 
inspire us to build a kinder, fairer world.   MAD’s co-founder, Tom Graham, explains why he started MAD Travel in his book, The 
Genius of the Poor:  “As I have witnessed throughout my journey, when the rich and the poor come together, it is not just the poor 
who are enriched.” 
 
Some of the available travel packages through MAD include:   
 
Tribes & Treks Experience:  San Felipe, Zambales - Venture off the beaten track as you discover the life of the Aetas in Yangil 

Village. Go on a trek that gives you a glimpse of their day -to
-day activities, help reforest their land, and celebrate cultural 
diversity through food, music, and stories.   
Tribes & Treks Experience: San Luis, Aurora - Step into this laid 
back surf town and learn about the Altas of Diteki by trek-
king through rivers, among lush forests, and into secret wa-
terfalls. Visit a local cacao farm, find out how important the 
cacao business is in the Philippines, and try their fresh dark 
chocolate. 
Philippine Hope 
Discovery Tour - 
Learn about 
social enter-

prise, contribute to positive social and environmental change,  and discover 
places of immense natural beauty. Highlights include Local Culture Immersion, 
Social Entrepreneurship, Tree-planting with Indigenous Tribe.  While in Metro Ma-
nila, you will visit a Gawad Kalinga community where a former slum has been 
transformed into a colorful and empowered community. Experience Filipino hospi-
tality as the residents bring you to a local market and teach you how to cook a Fili-
pino dish. Hear the stories of resilience, hope, and solidarity which have trans-
formed over 2,500 GK villages nationwide. Travel to the Enchanted Farm in the 
evening or – for a truly unique experience – an overnight stay in this village can 
also be arranged. 

For more detailed information on all that MAD has to offer, visit http://madtravel.org.     

Special thank you note: Christianne P. 
Verzosa, 2018 Scholarship awardee 
It is my honor to thank the Filipino Ameri-
can Association of Vancouver, Washington 
for the opportunities that have granted me 
through this scholarship. Because of this, I 
have more time to work on my own creative 
writing so that I may submit it to literary 
journals as well as achieve academic heights. 
I am humbled to be the receptor of the 
FAAV scholarship, and I will make the most 
out of what has been given to me. 
Thank you, FAAV! 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmadtravel.org%2Fjoiner-tours%2Ftribes-treks-zambales&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0743c9b73c054c561abb08d653c40ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636788498878694021&sdata=KHfcvI%2FUKRE1VP17U0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmadtravel.org%2Fjoiner-tours%2Ftribes-treks-aurora&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0743c9b73c054c561abb08d653c40ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636788498878694021&sdata=C2WXS2AM4%2BQlWDcV8zmR
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmadtravel.org%2Fjoiner-tours%2Fphilippine-hope-discovery-tour&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0743c9b73c054c561abb08d653c40ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636788498878694021&sdata=eLEqHlDrKmT
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmadtravel.org%2Fjoiner-tours%2Fphilippine-hope-discovery-tour&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0743c9b73c054c561abb08d653c40ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636788498878694021&sdata=eLEqHlDrKmT
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmadtravel.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0743c9b73c054c561abb08d653c40ff6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636788498878694021&sdata=LMQ6Xa8xom6arNNYvDPxqx7%2FG3LI79630MpFYNU81wE%3D&reserved=0
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  San Lorenzo Ruiz                   By: Evelyn Katigbak Manalo 

Left photo: Retired Archbishop of 
Lipa City, Batangas, 
Ramon Arguelles as Celebrant. 

Top photo: FAAV’s Public Relations Officer, 
Evelyn Katigbak Manalo carrying the Fil-Am 
Vancouver banner at the annual St. Lorenzo Ruiz 
Mass. 

 

 FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2019 

 

CORI HARMS 
Chair 
A native of Pampanga, Cori is from 
the big Susi family.  She migrated to 
Portland in July 1990, presently re-
siding in Battle Ground WA with 
her husband Robert.  Cori is a grad-
uate of Philippine School of Busi-
ness Administration. Cori believes 
in continuous education.  She at-
tended some classes in City Univer-
sity of Vancouver and Portland State 

University and also attended many business conferences 
related to her field.  She works for Meggitt OECO in Mil-
waukie as its Financial Controller and Federal Proposal 
Manager.  She has been a board member for OnPoint 
Community Credit Union for the past eight years.  Cori 
and Bob are parents to 23-year old twins – Kenneth and 
Jewel.   

Cori has served FAAV for the past seven years.  She has 
high respect for the FAAV board and how it serves the 
FilAm community.  Cori is humbled and honored to be the 
2019 Board Chair and looking forward to a productive 
year in serving the association and continue to move it 
forward! 

LUIS ORDONA 
Vice-Chair, Auditor 
Luis was born in Manila, Philippines 
and who was subsequently raised in San 
Francisco, CA.  He and his wife Melissa 
along with their three children moved to 
Vancouver, WA in 2007.  Luis is active 
in the community and his church where 
he is a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, currently     serving as his coun-

cil’s Grand Knight.  Luis also volunteers his time as a volley-
ball and basketball coach with the Portland/Vancouver area 
Catholic Youth     Organization (CYO). 
Luis is also a retired US Army Veteran with over 20 years of 
active duty military service.  He currently works as an Analyst 
at Bonneville Power Administration.  Luis holds a Masters in 
Business Administration (MBA) from Willamette University, 

Oregon; and a Masters in Public Administration (MPA) from 
Troy University, Alabama.  Luis is looking forward to       
fulfilling a second term in office as Vice-Chair. 

Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz held 
on Sept 23, 2018 @ Holy Family 
Parish Church in Portland. The 
Filipino American Assoc. Of Van-
couver, WA was represented by 
Evelyn Katigbak Manalo as ban-
ner bearer and husband Greg 
Manalo as one of karo bearers. 
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GRETEL NESS, 
Asst. Treasurer 
Gretel, a partner and immigration  attor-
ney with the Portland firm of Parker, 
Butte & Lane, focuses her practice on 
employment immigration, family immi-
gration, and citizenship issues. In line 
with her specialty, Gretel has the 
unique advantage of knowing firsthand 
what it is like to be an immigrant in a 
new country,    having immigrated from 

the Philippines in 1985.  
 
In her leisure time, Gretel enjoys spending time with her 
family, walking the beaches of Ocean Shores, WA, reading 
and traveling to the many foreign places that her clients  
originate from. 

JOAN ROBERTS 
Secretary 
Joan joined FAAV to attain her long 
time goal to be of service to the com-
munity and to stay connected with her 
heritage. Joan was born in Manila, 
and grew up in Antipolo City. Joan       
received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Philippine Normal College,    
Major in Psychology. She moved to 
Clark County a few years ago to be 
with her husband, Brad. Joan is also a proud mother whose 
only son, Joseph, has a career with the US Air Force. 

An enthusiastic and social person, she loves to make   peo-
ple laugh. Joan enjoys traveling, social celebrations and be-
ing around family and friends. She also enjoys singing and 
is a member of the St. John Choir and the Simbang Gabi 
Choir. 

BERNICE BEVARD 
Newsletter Editor 
Bernice was born & raised in Manila 
and graduated with a degree in    Busi-
ness Management from the Ateneo de 
Manila University. In 2002, she 
moved to the US to  pursue her MBA 
from Gonzaga University. While liv-
ing in Spokane, WA, she met her hus-
band, Nick, who was working on his 

externship at Deaconess Medical Center.  Bernice moved to 
the Portland-Vancouver area in 2007 when they tied the knot. 

The Bevards have been blessed with 2 energetic & fun-
loving kids, Audrey and Liam.  Bernice currently works as a 
Finance  Manager at Nike.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
traveling, watching movies and relaxing with her family. 

FAAV Board of Directors and Officers 2019                          cont’d. 

CHUCK REIDY 
Treasurer 
Chuck was born in the Philippines and 
eventually settled in Vancouver, WA.  He 
is  married to Cindy Fernandez Reidy and 
together they have three children:  Claris-
sa, Carlo, and Cami (fraternal twins), and 
two grandchildren (granddaughter Malia, 
and grandson Cru). 
Chuck graduated from Saint Martin’s 

University, Lacey, WA with a BA in Management Infor-
mation Systems. Retired from the US Air  Force after 20 
years of service.  He works for Microsoft as a Technical Ac-
count Manager for the US Department of Veterans Affairs.  
He is the Chair for Council of Fil-Am Associations of Ore-
gon and SW Washington. 

EVELYN KATIGBAK MANALO 
Public Relations Officer I 
Evelyn is actively involved with the Filipino
-American Association of Vancouver, WA 
and has served the association in various 
capacities through the years.  She has held 
the     position of Chairman, PRO and Direc-
tor.  Evelyn is active in fundraising efforts 
such as bringing Filipino artists for concerts, 
soliciting the Blazers autographed basket-
ball every year for the association’s Pasko 
Na Naman, among others.   

Evelyn graduated from college with a degree in Mass    
Communications and was a former TV news anchor with 
PTV Channel 4, the government TV station in the           
Philippines, during the Cory Aquino administration.  Evelyn 
is married to Greg Manalo and has 2 children, Trixie and 
Nico.  Evelyn & Greg own and operate adult care homes in 
Portland. 

 
RITA SCHALJO 
Asst Secretary, Webmaster 
Rita Gaerlan Schaljo continues to man-

age the FAAV website and finds inter-

esting news and videos to share on the 

FAAV Facebook page.  At her day job, 

she assists special needs children in 

learning important life skills. She shares 

her love of music by singing at church 

and singing with at least 3 bands.  

The internet helps her keep in touch with family back home in 

Ilocos Sur, as well as relatives and friends all over the world. 

Daughter, Maria, is working hard on her college degree, and 

husband, Steve, is also hard at work on his Master’s degree. 



ZENNY WAY 
Public Relations Officer II 
Zenny was born and raised in 
Manila, Philippines and has also 
lived in Southern California since 
her teenage years.  She and her 
family currently live in Vancou-
ver, Washington where she 
has  been involved in various lo-
cal community outreach pro-
grams.  Zenny participated in a 

medical dental mission to the Philippines with the ACNU 
organization.  Zenny is looking forward to her 9th year 
serving with the FAAV Board of Directors and in her new 
capacity as a Public Relations Officer.  
  
Zenny is also a real estate broker professional specializing 
in the sale of residential and investment properties.  She 
and her husband Guy are blessed with two guapo sons, 
Alex and Patrick, one lovely daughter, Nicole, two adora-
ble grandsons, Alex and Mikey, and two unruly grand-
dogs, Boris & Rocket.  In her leisure time, she enjoys 
hanging out with family and friends, practicing yoga, and 
playing golf. 
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HILDA CONNERY 
Director 
Hilda is from Laguindingan, Misamis 
Oriental on the island of Mindanao in 
the Philippines.  She holds a Liberal 
Arts Degree from the Philippines,   
majors in Economics, Culinary Arts, 
and Cosmetology.  Hilda recently 
attained her license in hair styling and 
coloring from Elite School of Beauty 
in Vancouver.  She also holds a     

Massage Therapy License. 

Hilda immigrated to the US soon after she married Bob     
Connery in 2014.  She recently became a widow whose sole 
focus now is her only daughter, Bhianca, who attends 
Ridgefield High School. 

AMY FREEDLAND 
Director 
Amy is looking forward to her 10th year 
with FAAV having served in several 
capacities over the years.  She has been 
active in raising funds and garnering 
donations from local and overseas re-
sources to support several of Fil-Am 
Vancouver and other fundraising pro-
jects close to her heart.  Amy is also a 
board member of PACCO and is the 
Tourism Chairwoman for 2018. 

For 2019 Amy will be working full-time 
as the owner of Freedland’s Travel.  Along with Gary, her 
husband of 40 years, she will live part of the year in the Big 
Island of Hawaii, where her two sons and their families re-
side.  Her three grandchildren are Dillon DeMarcus, LeAndra 
Avrielle & Arie Kimiko Auli'i Freedland.  

Amy is looking forward to working with FAAV officers and 
board of directors in 2019! 

VIVIAN TADEO 
Welcome Wagon 
As CEO of the Tadeo household,  
Vivian keeps her family and friends 
well fed, including her adorable 
grandsons, Mason and Jack, who are 
well-loved and cuddled. If she is not 
behind the sewing machine, she is 
found talking to her flowers and tend-

ing to her "Pinakbet" Garden. 
 
Though her knees are not as cooperative these days, Vivian 
also loves to "swing and salsa".  A lifetime "Fil-Amer", she 
likes to remain close and spend time with her kababayans 
just as if she has never left her homeland. 

JULIUS AGBAYANI 
Director 
Julius Agbayani is a Certified Public 
Accountant who owns and manages a 
tax and accounting business. He is li-
censed to practice in WA and OR and is 
a member of the WA Society of CPAs 
and OR Society of CPAs. He received 
his B.A. in Business Administration, 
with an emphasis in accounting, gradu-
ating Cum Laude from WSU Vancou-
ver in 2006. He specializes in small business accounting and 
taxation. 
  
Julius is active in the community, volunteering his time with 
several local organizations including FAAV. In his leisure 
time, he enjoys serving as a youth soccer assistant coach. He 
serves as a Board of Director of Washington Timbers Foot-
ball Club and as a Treasurer of Southwest Washington Youth 
Soccer Association (SWYSA). 
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BOB OSILLA 
Director 
Bob Osilla is a graduate of University 
of the East with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Law.  He worked at Comcast for 27 
years and has since retired from the 
company.  He’s now the Operations 
Manager for Santa Barbra     Invest-
ments and has recently opened his 
own Filipino Bakery in Portland, 
called Sta. Barbra Bakery. 

 
Bob is also the Founding Director of Filipino Business   
Professional Network, and is an active member of both Fil-
Am Portland and PACCO.  He’s looking forward to his fifth 
year term with FAAV.  Bob has been married to Charisse 
for the past 29 years and together they have one daughter, 
Jade.  In his spare time, Bob enjoys camping,   hiking, and 
traveling to exotic places. 

Barkada Tayo! 

Be a Friend of FAAV (Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

and apply for your Barkada card at: 

www.filamvancouver.org 

BERNIE GERHARDT 
Director 
Bernie is looking forward to her 9th 
year on the FAAV board.  She retired 
(for the second time) as part time  Vol-
unteer Manager and Community Out-
reach Manager at "Friends of the Car-
penter," a Faith based Day Center for 
the Community. 
 

Bernie is looking forward to spending more family time with 
her husband Paul; her three adult children, Paul Jr., Taryn, 
and Amy; her three grandchildren; and four great grandchil-
dren.  She also enjoys gardening, reading, traveling, and 
providing public service to the  community. 

JON ORIBELLO 
Photographer and DJ 
Jon was born in La Union, Philippines 
and is the oldest of 6 children.  He and 
his wife Myrna emigrated to the 
Northwest in 2009 and together they 
have two daughters, Jamela and Kyla.  
John is a Computer Engineering grad-
uate and also operates two businesses: 
Jon Oribello Photography and Jonuary 
DJ.  

 
2019 will be Jon’s sixth year with FAAV.  He’s excited to 
be a part of the association and all that lies ahead. 

June Sustento 
Director 
June is a retired ESL professor of Los 
Angeles Valley College and Los An-
geles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) in Los Angeles, California. 
She moved to Vancouver, WA in 
2016.  
 
As an English Language Fellow 
through the Department of State, June 
has traveled to different parts of the 

world ~ Timor-Leste and other parts of Asia to teach Eng-
lish as a Second Language. She has conducted various sem-
inars and workshops to teachers on Methods of Teaching 
here in the US and overseas. She also lived in Papua New 
Guinea for almost five years as an Education Officer and 
Dean of Women in a teacher education institution named, 
Madang Teachers College.  
 
June has published a book on ESL teaching methods (now 
being used in a university in Asia) and a Tagalog– English 
Dictionary. At present, she does interpreting/ translating 
jobs and teaches Tagalog to Fil-Am Netizens/citizens.  
 
June offers free Tagalog lessons to the Asian community, 
especially among the Fil-Am group and all those interested.   

Norie Gaspar Wu 
Director 
Norie, originally from Paniqui, Tarlac, is 
the youngest of seven. A devoted wife 
and ‘work at home’ mom, she lives in 
Vancouver, WA with her husband of 20 
years, James Wu, along with their two 
daughters, Jessica and Elliana.   When not 
spending time with her family, travelling 
when they can and working out with 
friends, you can find Norie doing her two 

other loves, gardening and cooking.  She has been volunteering 
and supporting FAAV activities since 2007 and is now looking 
forward to contributing even more as a director.  

A special “thank you” to our outgoing FAAV directors! You have served the communities of SW Washington and Ore-
gon for many years and integral in helping the organization fulfill its Mission: To engage in humanitarian, civic, edu-
cational, cultural and charitable activities that would preserve, promote, and share with the community the customs, 
values and heritage of the Filipino Culture.   

MABUHAY to Edeliza Tiolengco, Lielanie Villanueva, and Francis Guevara. 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PRIZE DONORS 
 

Pasko Na Naman 2018 
 
 

Portland Trail Blazers & Tracy Katigbak - 2018-19 Portland Trail Blazers  
Autographed Basketball w/Certificate of Authenticity ($500 value) 

 
Margot Trim-n-Trends Gift Certificate for Microblading ($500 value) 

 
Bob and Cori Harms - Beach Weekend Getaway ($300 value) 

 
Celia Ferrer - Portland Center Stage Theater Package ($250 value) 

 
Chuck & Cindy Reidy - Microsoft Office 2019 Home and Student ($149.99 value) 

 
LBC Cargo Shipment  - 2 Vouchers for Balikbayan Boxes ($70/ea value) 

 
St. Barbra Pinoy Bakery - Pastry Gift Basket ($50 value) 

 
Main Event Sports Grill - Gift Certificate ($50 value) 

 
3 Sheets at the Harbor Restaurant - Gift Certificate ($50 value) 

 
Guy & Zenny Way - 3 Christmas Gift Baskets ($50/ea value) 

 
Hilda’s Salon of Beauty - 3 Gift Certificates ($40/ea value) 

 
Bernice & Nick Bevard - Nike Gift Certificate ($25 value) 

 
Francis & Su Guevara - 2 Regal Premier Movie Tickets ($24 value) 

 
Jon Oribello Photography Gift Certificate ($20 value) 
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To engage in humanitarian, civic, educational, 
cultural and charitable activities that would preserve, 
promote, and share with the community the customs, 

values, and heritage of the Filipino culture. 

Check us out on the Web:   

www.filamvancouver.org 

Filipino-American  
Association of Vancouver, WA  
(Nonprofit 501(c)3) 

PO Box 65053 
Vancouver, WA 98665 
 
Phone: 360-574-6275 
Fax: 360-694-7061 
Email: faaccv@hotmail.com 

_________________ 

_________________ 
_________________ 

December 1, 2018 – FAAV PASKO NA NAMAN 2018  
      CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE 
DAY/TIME: Saturday, 5:30 pm No Host Bar; 6:30 pm Dinner  
SPONSORED BY: Filipino-American Assoc of Vancouver, WA 
LOCATION: Ilani Casino Resort; Cowlitz Ballroom 
         1 Cowlitz Way, Ridgefield, WA 98642 
COST: $55; SOLD OUT (550 max capacity) 
Annual Christmas Dinner and Dance Celebration & Induction of 
2019 Officers and Directors featuring Music by Manila Band and 
Jonuary DJ 
 

December 2, 2018 – FAFC Annual Christmas Lunch Potluck  
  & Children’s Program, Portland 
DAY/TIME: Sunday/TBD 
SPONSORED BY: Filipino American Friendship Club of OR 
(FAFC)  
LOCATION: Metzger Park, Tigard, OR 
COST:  FREE   CONTACT:  filamfc@gmail.com 
 

December 15, 2018— GSFAA Christmas Party: Masaya Ang 
Paskong Pinoy in Salem, OR 
DAY/TIME: Saturday, 11am – 3:00pm 
SPONSOR: Greater Salem Filipino-American Association 
(GSFAA) 
LOCATION: Crossler Middle School, 1155 Davis Rd. S., Salem, 
OR 97306 
COST: A $5.00 donation is accepted for individuals, couples and 
families to pay for the cost of the venue. 
Members, families and friends are invited to come and celebrate 
Christmas with GSFAA.   
WEBSITE:  https://www.facebook.com/events/2415555488470945/ 

 
December 15,2018—Christmas in a Manger: “Pasko Sa Sabsa-
ban” in Vancouver, WA 
DAY/TIME: Saturday/11am-3pm 
SPONSORED BY: Pinoy “Fil-Am” Van-Port Ministries 

LOCATION: Vancouver First United Methodist 
Church, Hesseltine Hall, 401 E 33rd St, Vancouver, WA 98663 
WEBSITE:  https://www.facebook.com/events/305850900241015/ 

CONTACT:  RSVP via email to pinoyvpm2017@gmail.com 
 
December 15, 2018 - Christmas Party for Adults, Portland 
DAY/TIME: Saturday, 5 - 9 PM  
SPONSORED BY: Fil-Am Portland 
LOCATION: Fil-Am Center 
8917 SE Stark St, Portland, Oregon 97216 
 

December 16, 2018- Children Christmas Party, Portland 
DAY/TIME: Sunday, 1-4 PM 
SPONSORED BY: Fil-Am Portland 
LOCATION: Fil-Am Center 
8917 SE Stark St, Portland, Oregon 97216 
 

December 31, 2018– New Years Eve Party, Portland 
DAY/TIME: Monday, start: TBD—until 12midnight 
SPONSORED BY: Fil-Am Portland 
LOCATION: Fil-Am Center 
8917 SE Stark St, Portland, Oregon 97216 
 

June 15, 2019—Philippine Independence Day Picnic 
DAY/TIME: Saturday, 11am-3pm 
SPONSORED BY: FAAV 
LOCATION: Frenchman’s Bar Park, Vancouver, WA 
COST: FREE; Pot Luck your favorite dish, fruit, or dessert. 
See article on page:2 for details of what you can expect. 
 

 
If you’d like to have your organization included in 
the community calendar...please send to 
faaccv@hotmail.com. 
https://www.filamvancouver.org/events-calendar 

NW Filipino-American Community Events Calendar 

mailto:filamfc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/2415555488470945/

